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H.G. Wells 1

PREFACE FROM THE EDITOR

Webster’s paperbacks take advantage of the fact that classics are frequently assigned readings in
English courses. By using a running English-to-German thesaurus at the bottom of each page, this
edition of The Time Machine by H.G. Wells was edited for three audiences. The first includes
German-speaking students enrolled in an English Language Program (ELP), an English as a
Foreign Language (EFL) program, an English as a Second Language Program (ESL), or in a
TOEFL® or TOEIC® preparation program. The second audience includes English-speaking
students enrolled in bilingual education programs or German speakers enrolled in English speaking
schools. The third audience consists of students who are actively building their vocabularies in

German in order to take foreign service, translation certification, Advanced Placement® (AP®)1 or
similar examinations. By using the Webster's German Thesaurus Edition when assigned for an
English course, the reader can enrich their vocabulary in anticipation of an examination in German
or English.

Webster’s edition of this classic is organized to expose the reader to a maximum number of
difficult and potentially ambiguous English words. Rare or idiosyncratic words and expressions are
given lower priority compared to “difficult, yet commonly used” words. Rather than supply a single
translation, many words are translated for a variety of meanings in German, allowing readers to
better grasp the ambiguity of English, and avoid them using the notes as a pure translation crutch.
Having the reader decipher a word’s meaning within context serves to improve vocabulary
retention and understanding. Each page covers words not already highlighted on previous pages. If
a difficult word is not translated on a page, chances are that it has been translated on a previous
page. A more complete glossary of translations is supplied at the end of the book; translations are
extracted from Webster’s Online Dictionary.

Definitions of remaining terms as well as translations can be found at www.websters-online-
dictionary.org. Please send suggestions to websters@icongroupbooks.com

The Editor
Webster’s Online Dictionary
www.websters-online-dictionary.org

! TOEFL®, TOEIC®, AP® and Advanced Placement® are trademarks of the Educational Testing Service which
has neither reviewed nor endorsed this book. All rights reserved.


http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/
http://www.websters-online-dictionary.org/

2 The Time Machine

CHAPTER I

The Time Traveller (for so it will be convenient to speak of him) was
expounding a recondite matter to us. His grey eyes shone and twinkled, and
his usually pale face was flushed and animated. The fire burned brightly, and
the soft radiance of the incandescent lights in the lilies of silver caught the
bubbles that flashed and passed in our glasses. Our chairs, being his patents,
embraced and caressed us rather than submitted to be sat upon, and there was
that luxurious after-dinner atmosphere when thought roams gracefully free of
the trammels of precision. And he put it to us in this way--marking the points
with a lean forefinger--as we sat and lazily admired his earnestness over this
new paradox (as we thought it:) and his fecundity.

“You must follow me carefully. I shall have to controvert one or two ideas
that are almost universally accepted. The geometry, for instance, they taught
you at school is founded on a misconception.’

“Is not that rather a large thing to expect us to begin upon?” said Filby, an
argumentative person with red hair.

"I do not mean to ask you to accept anything without reasonable ground for
it. You will soon admit as much as I need from you. You know of course that a
mathematical line, a line of thickness nil, has no real existence. They taught you
that? Neither has a mathematical plane. These things are mere abstractions.’

German
animated: lebhaft, angeregt, belebt, embraced: umarmte. patents: Patente.
lebendig, ausgelassen, eifrig, emsig, expounding: Erkldrend. radiance: Glanz, Strahldichte,
heiter, gesellig, lustig, munter. fecundity: Fruchtbarkeit. Strahlen.
argumentative: streitsiichtig, flashed: leuchtete auf, aufgeblitzt. recondite: abstrus, dunkel,
streitlustig, umstritten, zankisch, flushed: scheuchte auf, errétet, tiefgriindig.
zankstichtig. durchflutet, ausgespiilt. roams: wandert, streift, irrt.
brightly: hell. geometry: Geometrie. shone: schien, geschienen.
bubbles: Blasen. gracefully: grazids, anmutig. trammels: Fesselt.
caressed: gewollt, liebkosen, geliebt,  incandescent: weifiglithend, glithend. twinkled: glitzertet, funkeltest,
liebkoste. lazily: faul. funkelten, funkelte, gefunkelt,
controvert: bestreiten. lilies: Lilien. geglitzert, glitzerte, glitzertest,

earnestness: Ernst, Ernsthaftigkeit. luxurious: luxurids, prunkvoll, tippig. ~ funkeltet, glitzerten.
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“That is all right,” said the Psychologist.

“‘Nor, having only length, breadth, and thickness, can a cube have a real
existence.’

“There I object,” said Filby. “Of course a solid body may exist. All real things-

So most people think. But wait a moment. Can an instantaneous cube
exist?’

‘Don’t follow you,” said Filby.

“Can a cube that does not last for any time at all, have a real existence?’

Filby became pensive. ‘Clearly,” the Time Traveller proceeded, “any real
body must have extension in four directions: it must have Length, Breadth,
Thickness, and--Duration. But through a natural infirmity of the flesh, which I
will explain to you in a moment, we incline to overlook this fact. There are
really four dimensions, three which we call the three planes of Space, and a
fourth, Time. There is, however, a tendency to draw an unreal distinction
between the former three dimensions and the latter, because it happens that our
consciousness moves intermittently in one direction along the latter from the
beginning to the end of our lives.’

“That,” said a very young man, making spasmodic efforts to relight his cigar
over the lamp; “that . . . very clear indeed.

“Now, it is very remarkable that this is so extensively overlooked,” continued
the Time Traveller, with a slight accession of cheerfulness. "Really this is what
is meant by the Fourth Dimension, though some people who talk about the
Fourth Dimension do not know they mean it. It is only another way of looking at
Time. There is no difference between time and any of the three dimensions of space
except that our consciousness moves along it. But some foolish people have got hold
of the wrong side of that idea. You have all heard what they have to say about
this Fourth Dimension?’

“I have not,” said the Provincial Mayor.

German

accession: Beitritt, Erwerb, Zuwachs,
Antritt, Neuanschaffung,
Neuerwerbung, Errungenschaft,
Beute.

breadth: Breite, Grofiziigigkeit.

cheerfulness: Frohlichkeit, Frohsinn,
Lustigkeit, Geselligkeit,
Ausgelassenheit, Erfreulichkeit,
Feudenruf, Freude, Freudenfest,
Freudentaumel, Freundlichkeit.

cigar: Zigarre.

cube: Wiirfel, Kubus, Bléckchen,

Kubieren.
extensively: ausgiebig, ausfiihrlich.
incline: neigen, sich neigen, Gefille,
Boéschung, Hang, hinneigen, Hiigel,
sich nach vorne beugen, tendieren,

iiberhéngen, zu einer Denkart neigen.

infirmity: Gebrechlichkeit, Schwéche.

instantaneous: unverziiglich,
momentan, augenblicklich, sofortig,
unmittelbar.

intermittently: intermittierend.

lamp: Lampe, die Lampe, Laterne.

moves: bewegt, Umziige.

overlook: iibersehen, verpassen,
iiberschauen, vorbeisehen,
einschiefien, verfehlen.

pensive: nachdenklich, gedankenvoll.

planes: Ebenen.

relight: Anziinden wieder, Beleuchten
wieder.

spasmodic: krampfhaft, krampfartig,
spastisch, spasmisch.

thickness: Dicke, Miachtigkeit.

unreal: irreal, unwirklich.



4 The Time Machine

‘It is simply this. That Space, as our mathematicians have it, is spoken of as
having three dimensions, which one may call Length, Breadth, and Thickness,
and is always definable by reference to three planes, each at right angles to the
others. But some philosophical people have been asking why three dimensions
particularly--why not another direction at right angles to the other three?--and
have even tried to construct a Four-Dimension geometry. Professor Simon
Newcomb was expounding this to the New York Mathematical Society only a
month or so ago. You know how on a flat surface, which has only two
dimensions, we can represent a figure of a three-dimensional solid, and similarly
they think that by models of thee dimensions they could represent one of four--if
they could master the perspective of the thing. See?’

‘I think so,” murmured the Provincial Mayor; and, knitting his brows, he
lapsed into an introspective state, his lips moving as one who repeats mystic
words. “Yes, I think I see it now,” he said after some time, brightening in a quite
transitory manner.

“Well, I do not mind telling you I have been at work upon this geometry of
Four Dimensions for some time. Some of my results are curious. For instance,
here is a portrait of a man at eight years old, another at fifteen, another at
seventeen, another at twenty-three, and so on. All these are evidently sections,
as it were, Three-Dimensional representations of his Four-Dimensioned being,
which is a fixed and unalterable thing.

“Scientific people,” proceeded the Time Traveller, after the pause required for
the proper assimilation of this, “know very well that Time is only a kind of
Space. Here is a popular scientific diagram, a weather record. This line I trace
with my finger shows the movement of the barometer. Yesterday it was so high,
yesterday night it fell, then this morning it rose again, and so gently upward to
here. Surely the mercury did not trace this line in any of the dimensions of Space
generally recognized? But certainly it traced such a line, and that line, therefore,
we must conclude was along the Time-Dimension.”

‘But,” said the Medical Man, staring hard at a coal in the fire, “if Time is really
only a fourth dimension of Space, why is it, and why has it always been,

German
angles: Winkel, Angeln. knitting: Strickend, Strickzeug, gingst weiter, fuhrst fort, gingst vor,
assimilation: Angleichung, Stricken. weitergegangen, ging weiter, fuhrt
Assimilation, Aufnahme. lapsed: hinfillig, abgelebt, baufillig, fort, fuhren fort.
barometer: Barometer. verflossen, verfallen, abgelaufen, repeats: wiederholt.
brightening: aufhellend. gebrechlich. representations: Darstellungen.
brows: Brauen. mathematicians: Mathematiker. thee: dich, ihr, sie, du, dir, euch.
definable: definierbar. mercury: Quecksilber, Merkur. traced: nachgespiirt.
diagram: Diagramm, Schema, Plan, mystic: mystisch, geheimnisvoll, transitory: transitorisch,
Abrif3, Entwurf, Figur, Gestalt, Mystiker. voriibergehend, vergénglich.
Grundrif3, Rif3, Schaubild, Skizze. philosophical: philosophisch. unalterable: unverinderlich.
introspective: beschaulich, proceeded: gingen weiter, upward: aufwirts, ansteigend, empor,

introspektiv, selbstbeobachtend. vorgegangen, gingt weiter, gingt vor,  steigend.
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regarded as something different? And why cannot we move in Time as we move
about in the other dimensions of Space?’

The Time Traveller smiled. “Are you sure we can move freely in Space?
Right and left we can go, backward and forward freely enough, and men always
have done so. I admit we move freely in two dimensions. But how about up and
down? Gravitation limits us there.”

“Not exactly,” said the Medical Man. “There are balloons.’

‘But before the balloons, save for spasmodic jumping and the inequalities of
the surface, man had no freedom of vertical movement.” “Still they could move a
little up and down,” said the Medical Man.

“Easier, far easier down than up.’

*And you cannot move at all in Time, you cannot get away from the present
moment.’

"My dear sir, that is just where you are wrong. That is just where the whole
world has gone wrong. We are always getting away from the present moment.
Our mental existences, which are immaterial and have no dimensions, are
passing along the Time-Dimension with a uniform velocity from the cradle to
the grave. Just as we should travel down if we began our existence fifty miles
above the earth’s surface.”

“But the great difficulty is this,” interrupted the Psychologist. “You can move
about in all directions of Space, but you cannot move about in Time.’

“That is the germ of my great discovery. But you are wrong to say that we
cannot move about in Time. For instance, if I am recalling an incident very
vividly I go back to the instant of its occurrence: I become absent-minded, as you
say. Ijump back for a moment. Of course we have no means of staying back for
any length of Time, any more than a savage or an animal has of staying six feet
above the ground. But a civilized man is better off than the savage in this
respect. He can go up against gravitation in a balloon, and why should he not
hope that ultimately he may be able to stop or accelerate his drift along the Time-
Dimension, or even turn about and travel the other way?’

German

accelerate: beschleunigen, balloons: Ballone. unwesentlich, gleichgiiltig,
beschleunigt, beschleunige, cannot: kann nicht. indifferent, unkdrperlich, unstofflich.
beschleunigst, beeilen, beeile, beeilst, civilized: zivilisierten, zivilisierte, inequalities: Ungleichheiten.
beeilt, fordern, beférdern. zivilisiertest, zivilisiertet, zivilisiert, interrupted: unterbrochen.

backward: riickwirts, zuriick, gesittet, wohlerzogen, anstindig, jumping: Springend, Springen,
zuriickgeblieben, riickstandig, irre, gepflegt, gut versorgt, hoflich. Sprunghaft, Hiipfen, Gehiipfe.
verriickt, unterbegabt, cradle: Wiege, Wiegen, Gabel. occurrence: Vorkommen, Auftreten,
schwachsinnig, irrsinnig, blodsinnig, existences: Existenzen. Begebenheit, Ereignis, Vorkommnis.
gestort. germ: Keim, Mikrobe, Bazillus, Samen, recalling: abberufend.

balloon: Ballon, Luftballon, Keimen. savage: wild, grausam, Wilde.
Sprechblase, Arostat, gravitation: Gravitation, Schwerkraft. velocity: Geschwindigkeit.

Gedankenwolke. immaterial: immateriell, vividly: lebhaft.
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“Oh, this,” began Filby, “is all--’

“Why not?’ said the Time Traveller.
“It’s against reason,” said Filby.

“What reason?’ said the Time Traveller.

“You can show black is white by argument,” said Filby, “but you will never
convince me.’

“Possibly not,” said the Time Traveller. “But now you begin to see the object
of my investigations into the geometry of Four Dimensions. Long ago I had a
vague inkling of a machine--’

“To travel through Time!” exclaimed the Very Young Man.

“That shall travel indifferently in any direction of Space and Time, as the
driver determines.’

Filby contented himself with laughter.
“But I have experimental verification,” said the Time Traveller.

‘It would be remarkably convenient for the historian,” the Psychologist
suggested. “One might travel back and verify the accepted account of the Battle
of Hastings, for instance!’

‘Don’t you think you would attract attention?” said the Medical Man. “Our
ancestors had no great tolerance for anachronisms.’

*One might get one’s Greek from the very lips of Homer and Plato,” the Very
Young Man thought.

‘In which case they would certainly plough you for the Little-go. The
German scholars have improved Greek so much.’

“Then there is the future,” said the Very Young Man. “Just think! One might
invest all one’s money, leave it to accumulate at interest, and hurry on ahead!

“To discover a society,” said I, “erected on a strictly communistic basis.’
“Of all the wild extravagant theories!” began the Psychologist.

*Yes, so it seemed to me, and so I never talked of it until--’

German
accumulate: akkumulieren, aus, riefst aus, rieft aus. scholars: Gelehrte.
akkumulierst, akkumuliert, extravagant: verschwendungssiichtig, tolerance: Toleranz, Duldsamkeit,
ansammeln, akkumuliere, sammele iiberspannt, verschwenderisch, Vertraglichkeit.
an, sammle an, sammelt an, ausschweifend, extravagant. vague: undeutlich, vage, unbestimmt,
anhdufen, sammelst an, sammeln an. indifferently: gleichgiiltig. verschwommen, unklar, halblaut,
ancestors: Vorfahren, Voreltern. inkling: die Andeutung, Dunkel schattenhaft, grob, dunkel, dumpfig,
communistic: kommunistisch. Ahnung, die Ahnung. dumpf.
contented: zufrieden, befriedigt, plough: Pflug, pfliigen, unterpfliigen, verify: nachweisen, iiberpriifen,
befriedigte. Bemannung, umpfliigen. kontrollieren, iiberwachen,
convince: iiberzeugen, iiberzeugst, remarkably: bemerkenswert, verifizieren, nachsehen, vorzeigen,
iiberzeuge, iiberzeugt, iiberreden. merkwiirdigerweise, vorweisen, kontrollierst, kontrolliere,

exclaimed: ausgerufen, rief aus, riefen ~ komischerweise, seltsamerweise. erweisen.
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“Experimental verification!” cried I. “You are going to verify that?’
“The experiment!” cried Filby, who was getting brain-weary.

“Let’s see your experiment anyhow,” said the Psychologist, “though it’s all
humbug, you know.’

The Time Traveller smiled round at us. Then, still smiling faintly, and with
his hands deep in his trousers pockets, he walked slowly out of the room, and we
heard his slippers shuffling down the long passage to his laboratory.

The Psychologist looked at us. I wonder what he’s got?’

“Some sleight-of-hand trick or other,” said the Medical Man, and Filby tried to
tell us about a conjurer he had seen at Burslem; but before he had finished his
preface the Time Traveller came back, and Filby’s anecdote collapsed.

The thing the Time Traveller held in his hand was a glittering metallic
framework, scarcely larger than a small clock, and very delicately made. There
was ivory in it, and some transparent crystalline substance. And now I must be
explicit, for this that follows--unless his explanation is to be accepted--is an
absolutely unaccountable thing. He took one of the small octagonal tables that
were scattered about the room, and set it in front of the fire, with two legs on the
hearthrug. On this table he placed the mechanism. Then he drew up a chair, and
sat down. The only other object on the table was a small shaded lamp, the bright
light of which fell upon the model. There were also perhaps a dozen candles
about, two in brass candlesticks upon the mantel and several in sconces, so that
the room was brilliantly illuminated. I sat in a low arm-chair nearest the fire,
and I drew this forward so as to be almost between the Time Traveller and the
fireplace. Filby sat behind him, looking over his shoulder. The Medical Man and
the Provincial Mayor watched him in profile from the right, the Psychologist
from the left. The Very Young Man stood behind the Psychologist. We were all
on the alert. It appears incredible to me that any kind of trick, however subtly
conceived and however adroitly done, could have been played upon us under
these conditions.

German

adroitly: gewandt.

anecdote: Anekdote.

brilliantly: gldnzend, brillant.

candlesticks: Leuchter.

conjurer: Zauberer.

crystalline: kristallin, kristallen,
kistallartig.

delicately: empfindlich, lecker.

fireplace: Kamin, Feuerstelle,
Heizvorrichtung, Herd,
Feuerungsanlage, Herdstétte.

glittering: glitzernd, glanzvoll,

funkelnd, glitzern, flimmern.
humbug;: der Schwindler, das
Pfefferminzbonbon, der Schwindel,
der Humbug, der Unsinn, Humbug,
Mumpitz, Pfefferminzbonbon,
Quatsch, Unfug, Betoren.
illuminated: erleuchtet, erleuchtetet,
erleuchtetest, erleuchteten,
erleuchtete.
mantel: der Kaminsims, Kaminsims.
metallic: metallisch, metallartig.
octagonal: achteckig, oktagonal.

preface: Vorwort, Einleitung, Vorrede.

shaded: beschattet, schattierte.

shuffling: Schlurfend, schleppend,
Schiebend.

slippers: Pantoffeln, Schlappen.

subtly: feinsinnig, verschmitzt,
verbliimt, subtil, fein.

transparent: durchsichtig, transparent,
glésern, glasig, durchscheinend,
erkennbar, glasartig, glashell.

unaccountable: unerklarlich,
unverantwortlich.
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The Time Traveller looked at us, and then at the mechanism. “Well?” said the
Psychologist.

“This little affair,” said the Time Traveller, resting his elbows upon the table
and pressing his hands together above the apparatus, ‘is only a model. It is my
plan for a machine to travel through time. You will notice that it looks
singularly askew, and that there is an odd twinkling appearance about this bar,
as though it was in some way unreal.” He pointed to the part with his finger.
*Also, here is one little white lever, and here is another.”

The Medical Man got up out of his chair and peered into the thing. ‘It's
beautifully made,” he said.

“It took two years to make,” retorted the Time Traveller. Then, when we had
all imitated the action of the Medical Man, he said: "Now I want you clearly to
understand that this lever, being pressed over, sends the machine gliding into
the future, and this other reverses the motion. This saddle represents the seat of
a time traveller. Presently I am going to press the lever, and off the machine will
go. It will vanish, pass into future Time, and disappear. Have a good look at the
thing. Look at the table too, and satisfy yourselves there is no trickery. I don’t
want to waste this model, and then be told I'm a quack.’

There was a minute’s pause perhaps. The Psychologist seemed about to
speak to me, but changed his mind. Then the Time Traveller put forth his finger
towards the lever. "No,” he said suddenly. ‘Lend me your hand.” And turning
to the Psychologist, he took that individual’s hand in his own and told him to put
out his forefinger. So that it was the Psychologist himself who sent forth the
model Time Machine on its interminable voyage. We all saw the lever turn. I
am absolutely certain there was no trickery. There was a breath of wind, and the
lamp flame jumped. One of the candles on the mantel was blown out, and the
little machine suddenly swung round, became indistinct, was seen as a ghost for
a second perhaps, as an eddy of faintly glittering brass and ivory; and it was
gone--vanished! Save for the lamp the table was bare.

Everyone was silent for a minute. Then Filby said he was damned.

German
askew: schrig, schief. ungewif$, undurchsichtig, sends: sendet, schickt, schickt ab,
candles: Kerzen. unbestimmt, schuftig, obskur, haarig, sendet ein, tibersendet, versendet,
eddy: Wirbel, Strudel. finster, faul. sendet ab, sendet zu.
elbows: Ellenbogen. interminable: endlos. singularly: einzigartig.
faintly: schwach. lever: Hebel, wricken, heben, traveller: Reisende.
forefinger: Zeigefinger. Hebebaum, riitteln, Schraubenwinde, trickery: Gaunerei, Trick, Kniff,
gliding: Segelfliegen, Gleiten, Hebevorrichtung, Winde, erheben, Betriigerei, Ausflucht.
Fliegend, Gleitend. wriggeln, aufheben. twinkling: Glitzernd, Funkelnd.
imitated: imitiert, imitierte, imitierten, peered: gespiht, spahte. vanish: verschwinden, verschwindet,
imitiertest, imitiertet, nachgeahmt, reverses: kehrt um. verschwinde, verschwindest.
nachgemacht. saddle: Sattel, satteln, Bettschlitten, voyage: Reise, Seereise, Tour, Fahrt.

indistinct: unklar, undeutlich, triibe, der Sattel. yourselves: sich.
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The Psychologist recovered from his stupor, and suddenly looked under the
table. At that the Time Traveller laughed cheerfully. “"Well?” he said, with a
reminiscence of the Psychologist. Then, getting up, he went to the tobacco jar
on the mantel, and with his back to us began to fill his pipe.

We stared at each other. “Look here,’ said the Medical Man, “are you in
earnest about this? Do you seriously believe that that machine has travelled into
time?’

“Certainly,” said the Time Traveller, stooping to light a spill at the fire. Then
he turned, lighting his pipe, to look at the Psychologist’s face. (The Psychologist,
to show that he was not unhinged, helped himself to a cigar and tried to light it
uncut.) "What is more, I have a big machine nearly finished in there’--he
indicated the laboratory--"and when that is put together I mean to have a journey
on my own account.”

“You mean to say that that machine has travelled into the future?’ said Filby.

“Into the future or the past--I don’t, for certain, know which.’

After an interval the Psychologist had an inspiration. ‘It must have gone
into the past if it has gone anywhere,” he said.

“Why?’ said the Time Traveller.

“Because I presume that it has not moved in space, and if it travelled into the
future it would still be here all this time, since it must have travelled through this
time.’

‘But,” I said, “If it travelled into the past it would have been visible when we
came first into this room; and last Thursday when we were here; and the
Thursday before that; and so forth!

“Serious objections,” remarked the Provincial Mayor, with an air of
impartiality, turning towards the Time Traveller.

“Not a bit,” said the Time Traveller, and, to the Psychologist: “You think. You
can explain that. It's presentation below the threshold, you know, diluted
presentation.’

German
cheerfully: frohlich, heiter. Logarithmisches Frequenzintervall. verunreinigen, verschmutzen,
diluted: verdiinntet, verdiinntest, jar: Gefif3, Krug, Glas, Kreischen. iiberlaufen, schweinigeln, schmieren,
verdiinnten, verdiinnte, verdiinnt, lighting: Beleuchtung, Belichtung, panschen, manschen, beschmutzen.
angelangert, wasserig. Ausleuchtung. stooping: biickend.
earnest: ernst, ernsthaft, gesetzt, presume: voraussetzen, annehmen, stupor: Benommenheit, Stupor.
feierlich, serivs, aufrichtig. vermuten, setzt voraus, setzen threshold: Schwelle, Drempel,
impartiality: Unparteilichkeit, voraus, setze voraus, vermutet, Schwellwert.
Unvoreingenommenheit. vermutest, vermute, schitzen, tobacco: Tabak, Kraut, Rauchtabak.
inspiration: Inspiration, Eingebung, denken. travelled: gereist.
Enthusiasmus, Begeisterung. remarked: merkte. unhinged: bringen aus dem
interval: Intervall, Abstand, reminiscence: Erinnerung. Gleichgewicht, gestort, heben aus

Zeitabstand, Tonabstand, spill: verschiitten, kleckern, beflecken, ~den Angeln.
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“Of course,” said the Psychologist, and reassured us. “That’s a simple point of
psychology. I should have thought of it. It's plain enough, and helps the
paradox delightfully. We cannot see it, nor can we appreciate this machine, any
more than we can the spoke of a wheel spinning, or a bullet flying through the
air. If it is travelling through time fifty times or a hundred times faster than we
are, if it gets through a minute while we get through a second, the impression it
creates will of course be only one-fiftieth or one-hundredth of what it would
make if it were not travelling in time. That’s plain enough.” He passed his hand
through the space in which the machine had been. “You see?” he said, laughing.

We sat and stared at the vacant table for a minute or so. Then the Time
Traveller asked us what we thought of it all.

“It sounds plausible enough to-night,” said the Medical Man; ‘but wait until
to-morrow. Wait for the common sense of the morning.’

“Would you like to see the Time Machine itself?” asked the Time Traveller.
And therewith, taking the lamp in his hand, he led the way down the long,
draughty corridor to his laboratory. I remember vividly the flickering light, his
queer, broad head in silhouette, the dance of the shadows, how we all followed
him, puzzled but incredulous, and how there in the laboratory we beheld a
larger edition of the little mechanism which we had seen vanish from before our
eyes. Parts were of nickel, parts of ivory, parts had certainly been filed or sawn
out of rock crystal. The thing was generally complete, but the twisted crystalline
bars lay unfinished upon the bench beside some sheets of drawings, and I took
one up for a better look at it. Quartz it seemed to be.

“Look here,” said the Medical Man, “are you perfectly serious? Or is this a
trick--like that ghost you showed us last Christmas?’

“Upon that machine,” said the Time Traveller, holding the lamp aloft, 'I
intend to explore time. Is that plain? I was never more serious in my life.”

None of us quite knew how to take it.

I caught Filby’s eye over the shoulder of the Medical Man, and he winked at
me solemnly.

German
aloft: hoch droben, empor. flackern, funkeln, glinzen, glitzern, sawn: gesdgt.
beheld: erblickte, erblicktest, erblickt,  lichtsignal, lichtzeichen, schimmer.  silhouette: Silhouette, Schattenbild,
erblicktet, gesehen, sah, sahen, sahst, incredulous: ungldubig. Schattenriss, Statur, Form, Figur,
saht, erblickten. nickel: Nickel, vernickeln, Erscheinungsform, Erscheinen,
delightfully: bezaubernd, angenehm,  Fiinfcentstiick, aus Nickel. Erscheinung.
entziickend, entztickende, paradox: Paradoxon, Paradox. solemnly: festlich, ernst, feierlich.
hinreilend, lieblich, reizend, puzzled: verwirrt. spinning: Spinnen, Spinnerei.
wunderbar. queer: seltsam, sonderbar, verdichtig, therewith: damit.
draughty: zugig. komisch, eigenartig, schwul. unfinished: unfertig, nicht fertig,
filed: gestellt, dateigebunden, reihte  reassured: beruhigt, beruhigtet, unbearbeitet, unbeendet,
ein, abgelegt. beruhigtest, beruhigten, beruhigte, unvollendet.

flickering: flackernd, flimmern, versicherte. winked: gezwinkert.
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CHAPTER II

I think that at that time none of us quite believed in the Time Machine. The
fact is, the Time Traveller was one of those men who are too clever to be
believed: you never felt that you saw all round him; you always suspected some
subtle reserve, some ingenuity in ambush, behind his lucid frankness. Had
Filby shown the model and explained the matter in the Time Traveller's words,
we should have shown him far less scepticism. For we should have perceived
his motives; a pork butcher could understand Filby. But the Time Traveller had
more than a touch of whim among his elements, and we distrusted him. Things
that would have made the frame of a less clever man seemed tricks in his hands.
It is a mistake to do things too easily. The serious people who took him seriously
never felt quite sure of his deportment; they were somehow aware that trusting
their reputations for judgment with him was like furnishing a nursery with egg-
shell china. So I don’t think any of us said very much about time travelling in the
interval between that Thursday and the next, though its odd potentialities ran,
no doubt, in most of our minds: its plausibility, that is, its practical
incredibleness, the curious possibilities of anachronism and of utter confusion it
suggested. For my own part, I was particularly preoccupied with the trick of the
model. That I remember discussing with the Medical Man, whom I met on
Friday at the Linnaean. He said he had seen a similar thing at Tubingen, and laid

German

ambush: Hinterhalt, Versteck, wonungsausstattung, Plausibilitit, Glaubhaftigkeit.

Uberfall, Falle, Anstand. wohnungseinrichting, pork: Schweinefleisch, Schwein.
anachronism: Anachronismus. Innenausstattung. potentialities: Moglichkeiten.
deportment: Benehmen, Verhalten, incredibleness: preoccupied: vertieft.

Haltung, Gebahren, Betragen, Unglaubwiirdigkeiten, reputations: Reputationen.

Auffiithrung. Unglaublichkeit. scepticism: Skepsis, Skeptizismus.
distrusted: misstraute. ingenuity: Genialitit, Erfindungsgabe, trusting: vertrauensvoll, zutraulich,
frankness: Offenheit, Freimut, Erfindungsgeist, Geist, Genie, vertrauend, verlassend.

Freimiitigkeit, Aufrichtigkeit, Kreativitit, Schaffenskraft, whim: Laune, Anregung, Impuls,

Ehrlichkeit, Geradheit. Findigkeit. Grille, Eigensinn, Anstofs,
furnishing: moblierend, ausstattend, lucid: klar, hell, deutlich. Anwandlung, Stimulanz, Anreiz,

Ausstattung, Moblierung, plausibility: Glaubwiirdigkeit, Andrang, Reiz.
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considerable stress on the blowing out of the candle. But how the trick was
done he could not explain.

The next Thursday I went again to Richmond--I suppose I was one of the
Time Traveller’s most constant guests--and, arriving late, found four or five men
already assembled in his drawing-room. The Medical Man was standing before
the fire with a sheet of paper in one hand and his watch in the other. I looked
round for the Time Traveller, and--"It's half-past seven now,” said the Medical
Man. ‘I suppose we’d better have dinner?’

“Where’s----?’ said I, naming our host.

“You've just come? It’s rather odd. He’s unavoidably detained. He asks me
in this note to lead off with dinner at seven if he’s not back. Says he’ll explain
when he comes.’

“It seems a pity to let the dinner spoil,” said the Editor of a well-known daily
paper; and thereupon the Doctor rang the bell.

The Psychologist was the only person besides the Doctor and myself who had
attended the previous dinner. The other men were Blank, the Editor
aforementioned, a certain journalist, and another--a quiet, shy man with a beard-
-whom I didn’t know, and who, as far as my observation went, never opened his
mouth all the evening. There was some speculation at the dinner-table about the
Time Traveller’s absence, and I suggested time travelling, in a half-jocular spirit.
The Editor wanted that explained to him, and the Psychologist volunteered a
wooden account of the “ingenious paradox and trick” we had witnessed that day
week. He was in the midst of his exposition when the door from the corridor
opened slowly and without noise. I was facing the door, and saw it first. “Hallo!
I'said. “Atlast!” And the door opened wider, and the Time Traveller stood before
us. I gave a cry of surprise. "Good heavens! man, what’s the matter?’ cried the
Medical Man, who saw him next. And the whole tableful turned towards the
door.

He was in an amazing plight. His coat was dusty and dirty, and smeared
with green down the sleeves; his hair disordered, and as it seemed to me greyer-

German
aforementioned: oben genannt, detained: abgehalten, setztet fest, heavens: Himmel.
obenerwihnt. zuriickgehalten, setztest fest, setzten midst: Inmitten, Mitte.
assembled: montierte, montiert, fest, setzte fest, hieltet zurtick, hieltet naming: Benennung.
montiertet, montiertest, montierten, fest, hieltest zuriick, hieltest fest, plight: Zwangslage.
zusammengekommen, kam hielten zuriick. shy: Scheu, schiichtern, kopfscheu,
zusammen, kamen zusammen, kamst disordered: zerriittet. verlegen, befangen.
zusammen, kamt zusammen, drawing-room: Empfangsraum, Salon, sleeves: Armel.
zusammengebaut. Halle, Galerie, Foyer, smeared: geschmiert.
blowing: Blasend, Blasen, Sausen, Empfangsriaume, Empfangszimmer. thereupon: darauf, daraufhin.
Geblas, Gepus. dusty: staubig, verstaubt. unavoidably: unvermeidlich.
candle: Kerze, Licht, Wachskerze, exposition: Ausstellung, Exposition,  volunteered: erbot sich.

Wachslicht. Kunstausstellung. witnessed: bezeugte.
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-either with dust and dirt or because its colour had actually faded. His face was
ghastly pale; his chin had a brown cut on it--a cut half healed; his expression was
haggard and drawn, as by intense suffering. For a moment he hesitated in the
doorway, as if he had been dazzled by the light. Then he came into the room. He
walked with just such a limp as I have seen in footsore tramps. We stared at
him in silence, expecting him to speak.

He said not a word, but came painfully to the table, and made a motion
towards the wine. The Editor filled a glass of champagne, and pushed it towards
him. He drained it, and it seemed to do him good: for he looked round the table,
and the ghost of his old smile flickered across his face. “What on earth have you
been up to, man?’ said the Doctor. The Time Traveller did not seem to hear.
‘Don’t let me disturb you,” he said, with a certain faltering articulation. "I'm all
right” He stopped, held out his glass for more, and took it off at a draught.
“That’s good,” he said. His eyes grew brighter, and a faint colour came into his
cheeks. His glance flickered over our faces with a certain dull approval, and then
went round the warm and comfortable room. Then he spoke again, still as it
were feeling his way among his words. "I'm going to wash and dress, and then
I'll come down and explain things. . . Save me some of that mutton. I'm starving

for a bit of meat.”’

He looked across at the Editor, who was a rare visitor, and hoped he was all
right. The Editor began a question. “Tell you presently,” said the Time Traveller.
‘I'm--funny! Be all right in a minute.’

He put down his glass, and walked towards the staircase door. Again I
remarked his lameness and the soft padding sound of his footfall, and standing
up in my place, I saw his feet as he went out. He had nothing on them but a pair
of tattered blood-stained socks. Then the door closed upon him. I had half a
mind to follow, till I remembered how he detested any fuss about himself. For a
minute, perhaps, my mind was wool-gathering. Then, ‘Remarkable Behaviour of
an Eminent Scientist,” 1 heard the Editor say, thinking (after his wont) in
headlines. And this brought my attention back to the bright dinner-table.

articulation: Artikulation, Gelenk,
Formulierung, Verstandlichkeit,
Aussprache, Glied.

brighter: heller.

dazzled: geblendet, verblendet.

detested: verabscheuten,
verabscheute, verabscheutet,
verabscheutest, verabscheut.

disturb: storen, storst, stort, store,
genieren, beengen, geniert, genierst,
lastig werden, hindern, geniere.

drained: abgeleitet, entwésserte,

German

entwiéssert, aufgeldst, abgegossen,
abgeflossene, abgeflossen, drainiert.
draught: Zug, Schluck, Luftzug.
faltering: schwankend, stockend.
flickered: flackerte.
footfall: Schritt.
footsore: fufkrank.
ghastly: grésslich, widerwartig,
garstig, gespenstisch, grausam.
haggard: ausgezehrt, abgehiarmt,
abgezehrt, verstort, eingefallen,
hohlidugig.

healed: geheilt, heiltet, heilten, heilte,
heiltest, abgeheilt.

lameness: Lahmheit, Lihmung.

limp: hinken, humpeln, schlaff.

mutton: Hammelfleisch, Schaffleisch,
Hammel.

padding: Polsterung.

starving: hungernd, Verhungernd.

tattered: zerlumpt, zerfetzte, zerrissen.

tramps: Vagabungen, Landstreicher,
Dachlosen.

wont: Gewohnt.
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"What's the game?’ said the Journalist. "Has he been doing the Amateur
Cadger? I don’t follow.” I met the eye of the Psychologist, and read my own
interpretation in his face. I thought of the Time Traveller limping painfully
upstairs. I don’t think any one else had noticed his lameness.

The first to recover completely from this surprise was the Medical Man, who
rang the bell--the Time Traveller hated to have servants waiting at dinner--for a
hot plate. At that the Editor turned to his knife and fork with a grunt, and the
Silent Man followed suit. The dinner was resumed. Conversation was
exclamatory for a little while, with gaps of wonderment; and then the Editor got
fervent in his curiosity. "Does our friend eke out his modest income with a
crossing? or has he his Nebuchadnezzar phases?” he inquired. °I feel assured
it’s this business of the Time Machine,” I said, and took up the Psychologist’s
account of our previous meeting. The new guests were frankly incredulous.
The Editor raised objections. “What was this time travelling? A man couldn’t
cover himself with dust by rolling in a paradox, could he?” And then, as the idea
came home to him, he resorted to caricature. Hadn't they any clothes-brushes in
the Future? The Journalist too, would not believe at any price, and joined the
Editor in the easy work of heaping ridicule on the whole thing. They were both
the new kind of journalist--very joyous, irreverent young men. “Our Special
Correspondent in the Day after To-morrow reports,” the Journalist was saying--
or rather shouting--when the Time Traveller came back. He was dressed in
ordinary evening clothes, and nothing save his haggard look remained of the
change that had startled me.

‘I say,” said the Editor hilariously, “these chaps here say you have been
travelling into the middle of next week! Tell us all about little Rosebery, will
you? What will you take for the lot?’

The Time Traveller came to the place reserved for him without a word. He
smiled quietly, in his old way. “Where’s my mutton?” he said. “What a treat it is
to stick a fork into meat again!’

“Story!” cried the Editor.

German
caricature: Karikatur, Karikieren, gabeln, die Gabel, Fluiarm. limping: Hinkend, Hinken.
Spottbild, Zerrbild. frankly: offen, freiheraus, aufrichtig.  painfully: schmerzlich, schmerzhaft.
chaps: Burschen, Kerl, Tropfe. grunt: Grunzen. resorted: begab sich, gefliichtet.
eke: erginze, streckt, streckst, heaping: hiufen. ridicule: Spott, spotten, verspotten,
strecken, strecke, ergénzt, erganzen, hilariously: ausgelassen, lustig, lacherlich machen, verhshnen,
erginzst. urkomisch, vergniigte. Spéttelei, auslachen.
exclamatory: ausrufend. inquired: forschtet aus, fahndeten, startled: schrecktet auf, schreckte auf,
fervent: glithend, heif3, fahndetest, fahndetet, forschte, schreckten auf, schrecktest auf,
leidenschaftlich, stiirmisch, forschte aus, forschten, forschten aus, aufgeschreckt, aufgeschrocken,
ungestiim, zornig, inbriinstig, forschtest, forschtet, gefahndet. aufgefahren.
jahzornig, heftig, auffahrend, hitzig. irreverent: respektlos. wonderment: die Verwunderung,

fork: gabele, Gabelung, Verzweigung, joyous: freudig, frohlich. Verwunderung.



H.G. Wells 15

“Story be damned!” said the Time Traveller. I want something to eat. I won't
say a word until I get some peptone into my arteries. Thanks. And the salt.’

*One word,” said I. "Have you been time travelling?’
“Yes,” said the Time Traveller, with his mouth full, nodding his head.

‘I'd give a shilling a line for a verbatim note,” said the Editor. The Time
Traveller pushed his glass towards the Silent Man and rang it with his
fingernail; at which the Silent Man, who had been staring at his face, started
convulsively, and poured him wine. The rest of the dinner was uncomfortable.
For my own part, sudden questions kept on rising to my lips, and I dare say it
was the same with the others. The Journalist tried to relieve the tension by
telling anecdotes of Hettie Potter. The Time Traveller devoted his attention to
his dinner, and displayed the appetite of a tramp. The Medical Man smoked a
cigarette, and watched the Time Traveller through his eyelashes. The Silent Man
seemed even more clumsy than usual, and drank champagne with regularity
and determination out of sheer nervousness. At last the Time Traveller pushed
his plate away, and looked round us. ‘I suppose I must apologize,” he said. "I
was simply starving. I've had a most amazing time.” He reached out his hand for
a cigar, and cut the end. “But come into the smoking-room. It's too long a story
to tell over greasy plates.” And ringing the bell in passing, he led the way into
the adjoining room.

*You have told Blank, and Dash, and Chose about the machine?” he said to
me, leaning back in his easy-chair and naming the three new guests.

“But the thing’s a mere paradox,” said the Editor.

‘I can’t argue to-night. I don’t mind telling you the story, but I can’t argue. I
will,” he went on, “tell you the story of what has happened to me, if you like, but
you must refrain from interruptions. I want to tell it. Badly. Most of it will
sound like lying. So be it! It's true--every word of it, all the same. I was in my
laboratory at four o’clock, and since then . . . I've lived eight days . . . such days
as no human being ever lived before! I'm nearly worn out, but I shan’t sleep till

German
adjoining: angrenzend, anstofiend, schmuddelig, schliipfrig, Regelmifigkeit, Symmetrie,
benachbart. schweinisch, schmutzig, schmalzig,  Planmaéssigkeit, Ordnung.
anecdotes: Anekdoten. fettdhnlich, feist. ringing: rufen, ldutend,
arteries: Arterien. interruptions: Unterbrechungen. Uberschwingen.
clumsy: unbeholfen, ungeschickt, nervousness: Nervositdt, Unruhe, shilling: Schilling.
schwerfillig, plump, téappisch, Gereiztheit, Aufregung, smoked: rauchtest, rauchtet, geraucht,
taktlos, stiimperhaft, stelzbeinig, Angstlichkeit, Nervosheit. rauchten, rauchte, gerduchert,
schlapp, schlaff, schlacksig. nodding: schlafend, das Nicken, qualmtet, qualmten, qualmte,
convulsively: krampfhaft. nicken, nickend. gequalmt, qualmtest.
eyelashes: Wimpern. peptone: Pepton. tramp: trampeln, Landstreicher,
fingernail: Fingernagel. refrain: Refrain, Kehrreim. Dachlose.

greasy: fettig, schmierig, fett, geil, regularity: Gleichmafigkeit, verbatim: wortlich, Wort fiir Wort.
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I've told this thing over to you. Then I shall go to bed. But no interruptions! Is
it agreed?’

“Agreed,” said the Editor, and the rest of us echoed "Agreed.” And with that
the Time Traveller began his story as I have set it forth. He sat back in his chair
at first, and spoke like a weary man. Afterwards he got more animated. In
writing it down I feel with only too much keenness the inadequacy of pen and
ink --and, above all, my own inadequacy--to express its quality. You read, I will
suppose, attentively enough; but you cannot see the speaker’s white, sincere face
in the bright circle of the little lamp, nor hear the intonation of his voice. You
cannot know how his expression followed the turns of his story! Most of us
hearers were in shadow, for the candles in the smoking-room had not been
lighted, and only the face of the Journalist and the legs of the Silent Man from
the knees downward were illuminated. At first we glanced now and again at
each other. After a time we ceased to do that, and looked only at the Time

Traveller’s face.

attentively: aufmerksam.

ceased: aufgehort, horte auf.

circle: Kreis, Kreisen, Zirkel,
Umkreisen, Runde, Zyklus, Gebiet,
Einigung, Association, Bezirk, der
Kreis.

downward: abwirts, absteigend,
herunter, sinkend, nach unten.

echoed: widerhallt.

forth: heraus, hervor, weiter,
vorwarts.

glanced: blickte.

German

hearers: Horer.

inadequacy: Unzulidnglichkeit.

ink: Tinte, Druckfarbe, mit Tinte
befeuchten, Farbe, Einfarben.

intonation: Intonation, Ton, Timbre,
Modulierung der Stimme, Laut,
Klangfarbe, Klang.

keenness: Schirfe.

knees: Kniet.

legs: Beine.

lighted: beleuchtet, angemacht,
angeziiundet.

pen: Feder, Kugelschreiber, Verschlag,
Stifte, Stift, Stall, Schreibstifte, Hiitte.

shadow: Schatten, Schemen,
schattieren, Hirngespinst.

sincere: aufrichtig, ehrlich, ernst,
wabhrhaft, wahrhaftig, rechtschaffen,
offen, feierlich, ernsthaft, gemeint.

turns: dreht, kehrt, wendet, drechselt,
wendet um, dreht um, Wendungen,
Umschwiinge.

weary: miide, abstandlich,
zuriickhaltend, matt, lustlos, kiihl.
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CHAPTER 1III

*I told some of you last Thursday of the principles of the Time Machine, and
showed you the actual thing itself, incomplete in the workshop. There it is now,
a little travel-worn, truly; and one of the ivory bars is cracked, and a brass rail
bent; but the rest of it's sound enough. I expected to finish it on Friday, but on
Friday, when the putting together was nearly done, I found that one of the nickel
bars was exactly one inch too short, and this I had to get remade; so that the
thing was not complete until this morning. It was at ten o’clock to-day that the
first of all Time Machines began its career. I gave it a last tap, tried all the screws
again, put one more drop of oil on the quartz rod, and sat myself in the saddle. 1
suppose a suicide who holds a pistol to his skull feels much the same wonder at
what will come next as I felt then. I took the starting lever in one hand and the
stopping one in the other, pressed the first, and almost immediately the second.
I seemed to reel; I felt a nightmare sensation of falling; and, looking round, I saw
the laboratory exactly as before. Had anything happened? For a moment I
suspected that my intellect had tricked me. Then I noted the clock. A moment
before, as it seemed, it had stood at a minute or so past ten; now it was nearly
half-past three!

‘I drew a breath, set my teeth, gripped the starting lever with both hands,

and went off with a thud. The laboratory got hazy and went dark. Mrs.
Watchett came in and walked, apparently without seeing me, towards the

German
brass: Messing, Latun, Rotguss. Scharfsinn. Zuchtrute.
cracked: gekracht, geknackt. ivory: Elfenbein, Elfenbeinern, Aus screws: schrauben, schraubt.
gripped: gegriffen. Elfenbein, Elfenbeinartig. skull: Schidel, Totenkopf, Kopf.
hazy: dunstig, diesig, verschwommen, pistol: Pistole, Spritze, Wehr, Waffe,  stopping: aufhérend, Anhaltend,
unklar, nebelig, vage, unbestimmt, Knarre, Flinte. stoppend, Haltend, bremsend,
triibe, triib, neblig, dampfig. quartz: Quarz. abstellend, Ausscheiden, stoppen,
incomplete: unvollstindig, reel: Spule, Haspel, Rolle, Garnrolle, aufhaltend, Aufhoren.
unvollkommen, liickenhaft, Spiihle, Filmspiihle. thud: aufschlagen dumpf, aufprallen,
inkomplett, nicht zuende gemacht. remade: wieder gemacht, erneuerte, der Bums, der Plumps, dumpf
intellect: Intellekt, Verstand, Geist, erneuerten, erneuertest, erneuertet, Schlag, dumpfer Aufschlag, dumpfer
Genie, Geistesvermdgen, erneuert. Schlag.

Denkvermégen, Intelligenz, rod: Stange, Rute, Stab, Gerte, Barre,  tricked: Betrogene, Getduschte.
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garden door. Isuppose it took her a minute or so to traverse the place, but to me
she seemed to shoot across the room like a rocket. I pressed the lever over to its
extreme position. The night came like the turning out of a lamp, and in another
moment came to-morrow. The laboratory grew faint and hazy, then fainter and
ever fainter. To-morrow night came black, then day again, night again, day
again, faster and faster still. An eddying murmur filled my ears, and a strange,
dumb confusedness descended on my mind.

‘I am afraid I cannot convey the peculiar sensations of time travelling. They
are excessively unpleasant. There is a feeling exactly like that one has upon a
switchback--of a helpless headlong motion! I felt the same horrible anticipation,
too, of an imminent smash. As I put on pace, night followed day like the
flapping of a black wing. The dim suggestion of the laboratory seemed
presently to fall away from me, and I saw the sun hopping swiftly across the sky,
leaping it every minute, and every minute marking a day. I supposed the
laboratory had been destroyed and I had come into the open air. I had a dim
impression of scaffolding, but I was already going too fast to be conscious of any
moving things. The slowest snail that ever crawled dashed by too fast for me.
The twinkling succession of darkness and light was excessively painful to the
eye. Then, in the intermittent darknesses, I saw the moon spinning swiftly
through her quarters from new to full, and had a faint glimpse of the circling
stars. Presently, as I went on, still gaining velocity, the palpitation of night and
day merged into one continuous greyness; the sky took on a wonderful
deepness of blue, a splendid luminous color like that of early twilight; the
jerking sun became a streak of fire, a brilliant arch, in space; the moon a fainter
fluctuating band; and I could see nothing of the stars, save now and then a
brighter circle flickering in the blue.

“The landscape was misty and vague. I was still on the hill-side upon which
this house now stands, and the shoulder rose above me grey and dim. I saw
trees growing and changing like puffs of vapour, now brown, now green; they
grew, spread, shivered, and passed away. I saw huge buildings rise up faint and
fair, and pass like dreams. The whole surface of the earth seemed changed--

German
Greisenalter, Grauheit, Grau, Alter,
Fahlheit.

headlong: kopfiiber.
hopping: springen.

circling: umkreisend.

color: Farbe, Fiarben.
confusedness: Verwirrtheit.
crawled: gekrochen, kroch.

verschwommen, nebelig, diesig, triib,
vage, unklar, unbestimmt, triibe,
nebelhaft.

murmur: murmeln, murren,

darknesses: Dunkelheit.

deepness: Tiefe.

eddying: turbulent.

fainter: schwécher.

flapping: Flattern, Schlagend.

fluctuating: schwankend,
veréanderlich, wackelig.

greyness: Trostlosigkeit, Odheit,

intermittent: intermittierend,
unterbrochen, zeitweilig, mit
Unterbrechungen, periodisch.
jerking: zerrend.

leaping: Hervorspringende, Springen.
luminous: leuchtend, hell, luminds,

licht, klar.
misty: neblig, dunstig,

Gemurmel, rauschen.
palpitation: Herzklopfen, Klopfen.
puffs: pafft.
scaffolding: Baugeriist, Gertist.
slowest: langsamste.
snail: Schnecke, die Schnecke,
Gartenschnecke.
traverse: durchqueren, iiberqueren.
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melting and flowing under my eyes. The little hands upon the dials that
registered my speed raced round faster and faster. Presently I noted that the sun
belt swayed up and down, from solstice to solstice, in a minute or less, and that
consequently my pace was over a year a minute; and minute by minute the white
snow flashed across the world, and vanished, and was followed by the bright,
brief green of spring.

“The unpleasant sensations of the start were less poignant now. They
merged at last into a kind of hysterical exhilaration. I remarked indeed a clumsy
swaying of the machine, for which I was unable to account. But my mind was
too confused to attend to it, so with a kind of madness growing upon me, I flung
myself into futurity. At first I scarce thought of stopping, scarce thought of
anything but these new sensations. But presently a fresh series of impressions
grew up in my mind--a certain curiosity and therewith a certain dread--until at
last they took complete possession of me. What strange developments of
humanity, what wonderful advances upon our rudimentary civilization, I
thought, might not appear when I came to look nearly into the dim elusive world
that raced and fluctuated before my eyes! Isaw great and splendid architecture
rising about me, more massive than any buildings of our own time, and yet, as it
seemed, built of glimmer and mist. I saw a richer green flow up the hill-side,
and remain there, without any wintry intermission. Even through the veil of
my confusion the earth seemed very fair. And so my mind came round to the
business of stopping,

“The peculiar risk lay in the possibility of my finding some substance in the
space which I, or the machine, occupied. So long as I travelled at a high velocity
through time, this scarcely mattered; I was, so to speak, attenuated--was slipping
like a vapour through the interstices of intervening substances! But to come to a
stop involved the jamming of myself, molecule by molecule, into whatever lay in
my way; meant bringing my atoms into such intimate contact with those of the
obstacle that a profound chemical reaction--possibly a far-reaching explosion --
would result, and blow myself and my apparatus out of all possible dimensions--
into the Unknown. This possibility had occurred to me again and again while I

German
dials: Zifferblatter. Ausspannung. rudimentary: rudimentir, elementar.
exhilaration: Erheiterung. interstices: Zwischenrdume. scarce: selten, knapp, kaum.
fluctuated: schwanktet, schwanktest, intervening: einschreitend, solstice: Sonnenwende.
schwankten, schwankte, geschwankt. ~zischendurch auftretend, eingreifend, swayed: schwankte.
futurity: Zukunft. dazwischentretend, dazwischen swaying: wanken, schwanken,
glimmer: Schimmern, Schimmer, kommend. schwankend.
Glimmen, Blinken, Dammern, jamming: Papierstau, Stérung, vapour: Dampf, Nebel, Wasserdampf,
Flimmern. Storsendung, die Stauung, die Dunst.
intermission: Pause, Unterbrechung, Storung, Klemmen. veil: Schleier, Verschleiern, Verhiillen,
Erholung, Entspannung, melting: Schmelzen, schmelzend, Vertuschen, Voile, Verhehlen,
Mittagspause, Ruhepause, Tauwetter, Abtauen. Beschleiern.

Arbeitspause, Essenszeit, poignant: scharf, rithrend. wintry: winterlich.



20 The Time Machine

was making the machine; but then I had cheerfully accepted it as an unavoidable
risk-- one of the risks a man has got to take! Now the risk was inevitable, I no
longer saw it in the same cheerful light. The fact is that insensibly, the absolute
strangeness of everything, the sickly jarring and swaying of the machine, above
all, the feeling of prolonged falling, had absolutely upset my nerve. I told myself
that I could never stop, and with a gust of petulance I resolved to stop forthwith.
Like an impatient fool, I lugged over the lever, and incontinently the thing went
reeling over, and I was flung headlong through the air.

“There was the sound of a clap of thunder in my ears. I may have been
stunned for a moment. A pitiless hail was hissing round me, and I was sitting
on soft turf in front of the overset machine. Everything still seemed grey, but
presently I remarked that the confusion in my ears was gone. I looked round me.
I was on what seemed to be a little lawn in a garden, surrounded by
rhododendron bushes, and I noticed that their mauve and purple blossoms were
dropping in a shower under the beating of the hail-stones. The rebounding,
dancing hail hung in a cloud over the machine, and drove along the ground like
smoke. In a moment I was wet to the skin. “Fine hospitality,” said I, “to a man
who has travelled innumerable years to see you.”

“Presently I thought what a fool I was to get wet. I stood up and looked
round me. A colossal figure, carved apparently in some white stone, loomed
indistinctly beyond the rhododendrons through the hazy downpour. But all
else of the world was invisible.

"My sensations would be hard to describe. As the columns of hail grew
thinner, I saw the white figure more distinctly. It was very large, for a silver
birch-tree touched its shoulder. It was of white marble, in shape something like a
winged sphinx, but the wings, instead of being carried vertically at the sides,
were spread so that it seemed to hover. The pedestal, it appeared to me, was of
bronze, and was thick with verdigris. It chanced that the face was towards me;
the sightless eyes seemed to watch me; there was the faint shadow of a smile on
the lips. It was greatly weather-worn, and that imparted an unpleasant
suggestion of disease. I stood looking at it for a little space--half a minute,

German
blossoms: Bliiten. incontinently: unmafig. zuriickprallend.
chanced: riskierte. indistinctly: undeutlich. rhododendron: Alpenrose,
clap: klatschen, applaudieren, Tripper, insensibly: unempfindlich. Rhododendron, Rosenbaum.
schnalzen, klappen, Gonorrhde, jarring: mifitonend, kreischend. sightless: blind.
Beifall spenden, klacken. lugged: surrtet, zerrtet, zerrtest, zerrte, sphinx: Sphinx.
downpour: Regenguss, Schlagregen,  surrtest, surrten, surrte, schlepptet,  strangeness: Seltsamkeit,
Wolkenbruch, Regenschauer, Guf3. schlepptest, schleppten, schleppte. Fremdartigkeit, Merkwiirdigkeit,
gust: B6, Genuf}, Windsto83. mauve: violett. Fremdbheit, Eigenart, Sonderbarkeit,
hissing: zischend. petulance: Gereiztheit. Eigentiimlichkeit.
hover: schweben, schwebst, schwebe, pitiless: unbarmherzig, verdigris: Griinspan, Kupferrost,
schwebt, gleiteen, hingen. erbarmungslos, schonungslos. Kupfergriin.

imparted: weitergegeben. rebounding: abprallend, winged: gefliigelt.
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perhaps, or half an hour. It seemed to advance and to recede as the hail drove
before it denser or thinner. At last I tore my eyes from it for a moment and saw
that the hail curtain had worn threadbare, and that the sky was lightening with
the promise of the Sun.

*I looked up again at the crouching white shape, and the full temerity of my
voyage came suddenly upon me. What might appear when that hazy curtain
was altogether withdrawn? What might not have happened to men? What if
cruelty had grown into a common passion? What if in this interval the race had
lost its manliness and had developed into something inhuman, unsympathetic,
and overwhelmingly powerful? I might seem some old-world savage animal,
only the more dreadful and disgusting for our common likeness--a foul creature
to be incontinently slain.

“Already I saw other vast shapes--huge buildings with intricate parapets and
tall columns, with a wooded hill-side dimly creeping in upon me through the
lessening storm. I was seized with a panic fear. I turned frantically to the Time
Machine, and strove hard to readjust it. As I did so the shafts of the sun smote
through the thunderstorm. The grey downpour was swept aside and vanished
like the trailing garments of a ghost. Above me, in the intense blue of the
summer sky, some faint brown shreds of cloud whirled into nothingness. The
great buildings about me stood out clear and distinct, shining with the wet of the
thunderstorm, and picked out in white by the unmelted hailstones piled along
their courses. I felt naked in a strange world. I felt as perhaps a bird may feel in
the clear air, knowing the hawk wings above and will swoop. My fear grew to
frenzy. Itook a breathing space, set my teeth, and again grappled fiercely, wrist
and knee, with the machine. It gave under my desperate onset and turned over.
It struck my chin violently. One hand on the saddle, the other on the lever, I
stood panting heavily in attitude to mount again.

“But with this recovery of a prompt retreat my courage recovered. I looked
more curiously and less fearfully at this world of the remote future. In a circular
opening, high up in the wall of the nearer house, I saw a group of figures clad in
rich soft robes. They had seen me, and their faces were directed towards me.

German
clad: gekleidet, kaschiert. Entlastung. zuriick, tretet zuriick.
denser: dichter. manliness: Mannhaftigkeit, shreds: Zerschnitzelt.
fearfully: dngstlich, furchtsam, Mainnlichkeit, Unerschrockenheit. smote: quilte.
furchtbar. nothingness: Nichts. swoop: Uberfall.
grappled: gepackt, packte an. readjust: neu anpassen, temerity: Kiihnheit, Unbesonnenheit.
hailstones: Hagelkorner. wiederanpassen, sich threadbare: fadenscheinig,
inhuman: unmenschlich. wiederanpassen, pafst wiederan, abgegriffen, abgenutzt, abgewetzt.
lessening: Verminderung, passe wiederan, nachstellen, thunderstorm: Gewitter.
Vermindernd. gewohnen wieder, die Arrondierung, unmelted: nicht geschmelzt.
lightening: erleichternd, erhellend, passen wiederan. unsympathetic: unsympathisch,
Senkung, hellend, blitzend, Blitz, recede: zurticktreten, tritt zurtick, teilnahmslos.

aufleuchtend, aufhellend, leuchtend, trittst zuriick, trete zurtick, treten whirled: gewirbelt.
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“Then I heard voices approaching me. Coming through the bushes by the
White Sphinx were the heads and shoulders of men running. One of these
emerged in a pathway leading straight to the little lawn upon which I stood with
my machine. He was a slight creature--perhaps four feet high--clad in a purple
tunic, girdled at the waist with a leather belt. Sandals or buskins--I could not
clearly distinguish which--were on his feet; his legs were bare to the knees, and
his head was bare. Noticing that, I noticed for the first time how warm the air
was.

‘He struck me as being a very beautiful and graceful creature, but
indescribably frail. His flushed face reminded me of the more beautiful kind of
consumptive--that hectic beauty of which we used to hear so much. At the sight
of him I suddenly regained confidence. I took my hands from the machine.

German
approaching: nihernd. zeichnest aus, auseinanderhalten, Grasfeld, Rasenplatz.
belt: Giirtel, Gurt, Riemen, Band, zeichne aus. noticing: feststellend, bemerken.
Hosengiirtel, Treibriemen. frail: Gebrechlich, zerbrechlich, nicht pathway: Bahn, Pfad.
bushes: Gebiisch, Biische, Strauch, solide, unsolide. purple: Purpur, lila, purpurn, violett,
Busch, Biischel, Buschwerk, Holzer, girdled: umgab. purpurrot, lilafarbig, veilchenfarbig.
Staude, Straucher, Unterholz, Kopf.  graceful: grazids, anmutig, zierlich, regained: zuriickerobert, gewann
creature: Geschopf, Lebewesen, hold, elegant, wiirdevoll, wieder, wiedergewonnen, gewannen
Kreatur, Gebilde, Erzeugnis. verschmitzt, reizend, lieblich, schick, ~wieder, gewannt wieder, gewannst
distinguish: unterscheiden, entziickend. wieder.
unterscheidet, unterscheide, hectic: hektisch. tunic: Tunika, Waffenrock,
unterscheidest, auszeichnen, zeichnet indescribably: unbeschreiblich. Uniformjacke.

aus, hervorheben, zeichnen aus, lawn: Rasen, Batist, Grasplatz, waist: Taille, die Taille.
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CHAPTER IV

‘In another moment we were standing face to face, I and this fragile thing
out of futurity. He came straight up to me and laughed into my eyes. The
absence from his bearing of any sign of fear struck me at once. Then he turned
to the two others who were following him and spoke to them in a strange and
very sweet and liquid tongue.

“There were others coming, and presently a little group of perhaps eight or
ten of these exquisite creatures were about me. One of them addressed me. It
came into my head, oddly enough, that my voice was too harsh and deep for
them. So I shook my head, and, pointing to my ears, shook it again. He came a
step forward, hesitated, and then touched my hand. Then I felt other soft little
tentacles upon my back and shoulders. They wanted to make sure I was real.
There was nothing in this at all alarming. Indeed, there was something in these
pretty little people that inspired confidence--a graceful gentleness, a certain
childlike ease. And besides, they looked so frail that I could fancy myself
flinging the whole dozen of them about like nine-pins. But I made a sudden
motion to warn them when I saw their little pink hands feeling at the Time
Machine. Happily then, when it was not too late, I thought of a danger I had
hitherto forgotten, and reaching over the bars of the machine I unscrewed the
little levers that would set it in motion, and put these in my pocket. Then I
turned again to see what I could do in the way of communication.

German
addressed: adressiert. schleudernd. presently: gegenwirtig, bald, jetzt.
alarming: besorgniserregend, fragile: zerbrechlich, gebrechlich, struck: angeschlagen.
beunruhigend, alarmierend. schwach, briichig, zart, brechbar, tentacles: Fiihler.
bars: Stibe, sperrt, Barren. brécklig, empfindlich, flau, hilflos, tongue: Zunge, Sprache, die Zunge.
bearing: Lager, tragend, Peilung. hinfallig. unscrewed: schraubte ab,
childlike: kindlich. gentleness: Freundlichkeit, Sanftheit.  losgeschraubt, schraubtest ab,
creatures: Geschopfe. hitherto: bisher. schraubtet ab, schraubten ab,
dozen: Dutzend. levers: Hebel. abgeschraubt, schraubtet auf,
exquisite: vorziiglich, Auslese, oddly: sonderbar, eigenartig. schraubtest auf, schraubte auf,
kostlich, reizent, erlesen, ausgewahlt, pink: rosa, Nelke, rosafarben, schraubten auf, aufgeschraubt.
ausgesucht, ausgelesen. rosafarbig. warn: warnen, warnt, warnst, warne,

flinging: werfend, schleudern, pointing: Fugen, Mauern fugen. ermahnen.
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"And then, looking more nearly into their features, I saw some further
peculiarities in their Dresden-china type of prettiness. Their hair, which was
uniformly curly, came to a sharp end at the neck and cheek; there was not the
faintest suggestion of it on the face, and their ears were singularly minute. The
mouths were small, with bright red, rather thin lips, and the little chins ran to a
point. The eyes were large and mild; and--this may seem egotism on my part--I
fancied even that there was a certain lack of the interest I might have expected in
them.

*As they made no effort to communicate with me, but simply stood round me
smiling and speaking in soft cooing notes to each other, I began the conversation.
I pointed to the Time Machine and to myself. Then hesitating for a moment how
to express time, I pointed to the sun. At once a quaintly pretty little figure in
chequered purple and white followed my gesture, and then astonished me by
imitating the sound of thunder.

‘For a moment I was staggered, though the import of his gesture was plain
enough. The question had come into my mind abruptly: were these creatures
fools? You may hardly understand how it took me. You see I had always
anticipated that the people of the year Eight Hundred and Two Thousand odd
would be incredibly in front of us in knowledge, art, everything. Then one of
them suddenly asked me a question that showed him to be on the intellectual
level of one of our five-year-old children-- asked me, in fact, if I had come from
the sun in a thunderstorm! It let loose the judgment I had suspended upon their
clothes, their frail light limbs, and fragile features. A flow of disappointment
rushed across my mind. For a moment I felt that I had built the Time Machine in
vain.

‘I nodded, pointed to the sun, and gave them such a vivid rendering of a
thunderclap as startled them. They all withdrew a pace or so and bowed. Then
came one laughing towards me, carrying a chain of beautiful flowers altogether
new to me, and put it about my neck. The idea was received with melodious
applause; and presently they were all running to and fro for flowers, and
laughingly flinging them upon me until I was almost smothered with blossom.

German

applause: Applaus, Beifall. fro: zuriick, her. Eigenheiten.

blossom: Bliite, blithen, auswachsen, hesitating: zogernd, zaudernd, prettiness: Hiibschheit, Schénheit.
Bliithperiode. zagend, unschliissig, unentschlossen, quaintly: anheimelnd.

chequered: kariert, gewiirfelt, unentschieden, unbestidndig, zégern, rendering: Wiedergebend,
rautenformig, wiirfelformig. wankelmiitig, schwankend. Wiedergabe, Putz.

chins: Kinne. imitating: imitierend, nachahmend.  smothered: erstickte.

cooing: gurrend. laughingly: lachen, lachende. staggered: gestaffelt, gewankt,

curly: lockig, kraus, gewellte. melodious: melodisch, klangvoll, erstaunt.

egotism: Egoismus, wohlklingend, melodios, thunderclap: Donnerschlag.
Geltungsbediirfnis. wobhllautend, sonor, klingend, uniformly: gleichméfig, einheitlich.

fancied: wihnte. harmonisch. vain: eitel, vergeblich, eingebildet,

fools: narren, Dummkdopfe. peculiarities: Besonderheiten, vergebens, hinfillig, nutzlos, leer.
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You who have never seen the like can scarcely imagine what delicate and
wonderful flowers countless years of culture had created. Then someone
suggested that their plaything should be exhibited in the nearest building, and
so I was led past the sphinx of white marble, which had seemed to watch me all
the while with a smile at my astonishment, towards a vast grey edifice of fretted
stone. As I went with them the memory of my confident anticipations of a
profoundly grave and intellectual posterity came, with irresistible merriment, to
my mind.

“The building had a huge entry, and was altogether of colossal dimensions. I
was naturally most occupied with the growing crowd of little people, and with
the big open portals that yawned before me shadowy and mysterious. My
general impression of the world I saw over their heads was a tangled waste of
beautiful bushes and flowers, a long neglected and yet weedless garden. Isaw a
number of tall spikes of strange white flowers, measuring a foot perhaps across
the spread of the waxen petals. They grew scattered, as if wild, among the
variegated shrubs, but, as I say, I did not examine them closely at this time. The
Time Machine was left deserted on the turf among the rhododendrons.

“The arch of the doorway was richly carved, but naturally I did not observe
the carving very narrowly, though I fancied I saw suggestions of old Phoenician
decorations as I passed through, and it struck me that they were very badly
broken and weather- worn. Several more brightly clad people met me in the
doorway, and so we entered, I, dressed in dingy nineteenth-century garments,
looking grotesque enough, garlanded with flowers, and surrounded by an
eddying mass of bright, soft-colored robes and shining white limbs, in a
melodious whirl of laughter and laughing speech.

“The big doorway opened into a proportionately great hall hung with brown.
The roof was in shadow, and the windows, partially glazed with coloured glass
and partially unglazed, admitted a tempered light. The floor was made up of
huge blocks of some very hard white metal, not plates nor slabs--blocks, and it
was so much worn, as I judged by the going to and fro of past generations, as to
be deeply channelled along the more frequented ways. Transverse to the length

German

anticipations: Vorahnungen.

carving: Schnitzerei, schnitzend,
meifielnd, tranchierend, Einkerbung,
hauend, kerbend.

channelled: kanneliert, leitete.

colossal: riesig, kolossal.

dingy: schibig, schmutzig.

edifice: Gebadude.

frequented: frequentiert.

fretted: angefressen.

grotesque: Grotesk, wunderlich,
fratzenhaft.

merriment: Heiterkeit, Frohlichkeit,
Hilaritit, Lustigkeit, Keckheit,
Belustigung, Lebhaftigkeit.

petals: Bliitenblitter.

plaything: Spielzeug.

posterity: Nachwelt,
Nachkommenschaft.

proportionately: anteilsmifig,

entsprechend, proportional, anteilig.

robes: Roben.
spikes: Stifte.
tangled: verwirrt, verworren,

durcheinandergebracht.

tempered: geméfigt, temperierte,
temperiert.

unglazed: unglasiert, unverglast.

variegated: vielfiltig, belebt, bunt,
bunt gemischt, bunt gestalten, bunt
gestaltet, buntscheckig, geflammt,
mannigfaltig, ombriert, panaschiert.

waxen: wichsern, wie Wachs.

whirl: wirbeln, sich drehen, kreiseln,
quirlen, schwingen, Wirbel.

yawned: géhnte, gegéhnt.
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were innumerable tables made of slabs of polished stone, raised perhaps a foot
from the floor, and upon these were heaps of fruits. Some I recognized as a kind
of hypertrophied raspberry and orange, but for the most part they were
strange.

‘Between the tables was scattered a great number of cushions. Upon these
my conductors seated themselves, signing for me to do likewise. With a pretty
absence of ceremony they began to eat the fruit with their hands, flinging peel
and stalks, and so forth, into the round openings in the sides of the tables. I was
not loath to follow their example, for I felt thirsty and hungry. As I did so I
surveyed the hall at my leisure.

"And perhaps the thing that struck me most was its dilapidated look. The
stained-glass windows, which displayed only a geometrical pattern, were
broken in many places, and the curtains that hung across the lower end were
thick with dust. And it caught my eye that the corner of the marble table near
me was fractured. Nevertheless, the general effect was extremely rich and
picturesque. There were, perhaps, a couple of hundred people dining in the hall,
and most of them, seated as near to me as they could come, were watching me
with interest, their little eyes shining over the fruit they were eating. All were
clad in the same soft and yet strong, silky material.

“Fruit, by the by, was all their diet. These people of the remote future were
strict vegetarians, and while I was with them, in spite of some carnal cravings, I
had to be frugivorous also. Indeed, I found afterwards that horses, cattle, sheep,
dogs, had followed the Ichthyosaurus into extinction. But the fruits were very
delightful; one, in particular, that seemed to be in season all the time I was there--
a floury thing in a three-sided husk --was especially good, and I made it my
staple. At first I was puzzled by all these strange fruits, and by the strange
flowers I saw, but later I began to perceive their import.

‘However, I am telling you of my fruit dinner in the distant future now. So
soon as my appetite was a little checked, I determined to make a resolute
attempt to learn the speech of these new men of mine. Clearly that was the next
thing to do. The fruits seemed a convenient thing to begin upon, and holding one

German

carnal: fleischlich, sinnlich. Borke. resolut, tatkréftig.
conductors: Fiihrer, Schaffner. hypertrophied: hypertrophische. silky: seidenartig, seidig, seidenweich,
cravings: Begierden. innumerable: unzihlig, zahllos. sanft wie Seide, glatt, seidenghnlich.
cushions: Kissen, Polstert. loath: abgeneigt. slabs: Scheiben.
dilapidated: baufillig, verfallen, openings: Offnungen. spite: Boshaftigkeit.

hinfillig, abgelebt, gebrechlich. peel: Schale, schilen, Rinde, pellen,  stalks: Schifte, Stengel.
extinction: Extinktion, Loschung. sich schilen, Borke, Hiilse, sich staple: Heftklammer, Klammer,
floury: mehlig. hiuten, enthduten. Krampe, Heften, Klammern,
fractured: gebrochen. picturesque: malerisch, pittoresk. festheften.
geometrical: geometrisch. raspberry: Himbeere. surveyed: vermessen, begutachtete.
heaps: Hauft, Haufen. resolute: entschlossen, entschieden,  thirsty: durstig.

husk: Hiilse, Schale, Spelze, Rinde, energisch, entschluffihig, bestimmt, vegetarians: Vegetarier.
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of these up I began a series of interrogative sounds and gestures. I had some
considerable difficulty in conveying my meaning. At first my efforts met with a
stare of surprise or inextinguishable laughter, but presently a fair-haired little
creature seemed to grasp my intention and repeated a name. They had to chatter
and explain the business at great length to each other, and my first attempts to
make the exquisite little sounds of their language caused an immense amount of
amusement. However, I felt like a schoolmaster amidst children, and persisted,
and presently I had a score of noun substantives at least at my command; and
then I got to demonstrative pronouns, and even the verb “to eat.” But it was
slow work, and the little people soon tired and wanted to get away from my
interrogations, so I determined, rather of necessity, to let them give their lessons
in little doses when they felt inclined. And very little doses I found they were
before long, for I never met people more indolent or more easily fatigued.

“A queer thing I soon discovered about my little hosts, and that was their lack
of interest. They would come to me with eager cries of astonishment, like
children, but like children they would soon stop examining me and wander
away after some other toy. The dinner and my conversational beginnings
ended, I noted for the first time that almost all those who had surrounded me at
first were gone. It is odd, too, how speedily I came to disregard these little
people. I went out through the portal into the sunlit world again as soon as my
hunger was satisfied. I was continually meeting more of these men of the future,
who would follow me a little distance, chatter and laugh about me, and, having
smiled and gesticulated in a friendly way, leave me again to my own devices.

“The calm of evening was upon the world as I emerged from the great hall,
and the scene was lit by the warm glow of the setting sun. At first things were
very confusing. Everything was so entirely different from the world I had
known--even the flowers. The big building I had left was situated on the slope of
a broad river valley, but the Thames had shifted perhaps a mile from its present
position. I resolved to mount to the summit of a crest perhaps a mile and a half
away, from which I could get a wider view of this our planet in the year Eight

German
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Hundred and Two Thousand Seven Hundred and One A.D. For that, I should
explain, was the date the little dials of my machine recorded.

*As I walked I was watching for every impression that could possibly help to
explain the condition of ruinous splendour in which I found the world--for
ruinous it was. A little way up the hill, for instance, was a great heap of granite,
bound together by masses of aluminium, a vast labyrinth of precipitous walls
and crumpled heaps, amidst which were thick heaps of very beautiful pagoda-
like plants--nettles possibly--but wonderfully tinted with brown about the
leaves, and incapable of stinging. It was evidently the derelict remains of some
vast structure, to what end built I could not determine. It was here that I was
destined, at a later date, to have a very strange experience--the first intimation of
a still stranger discovery--but of that I will speak in its proper place.

“Looking round with a sudden thought, from a terrace on which I rested for a
while, I realized that there were no small houses to be seen. Apparently the
single house, and possibly even the household, had vanished. Here and there
among the greenery were palace-like buildings, but the house and the cottage,
which form such characteristic features of our own English landscape, had
disappeared.

VCommunism,” said I to myself.

"And on the heels of that came another thought. I looked at the half-dozen
little figures that were following me. Then, in a flash, I perceived that all had the
same form of costume, the same soft hairless visage, and the same girlish
rotundity of limb. It may seem strange, perhaps, that I had not noticed this
before. But everything was so strange. Now, I saw the fact plainly enough. In
costume, and in all the differences of texture and bearing that now mark off the
sexes from each other, these people of the future were alike. And the children
seemed to my eyes to be but the miniatures of their parents. Ijudged, then, that
the children of that time were extremely precocious, physically at least, and I
found afterwards abundant verification of my opinion.

“Seeing the ease and security in which these people were living, I felt that this
close resemblance of the sexes was after all what one would expect; for the
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strength of a man and the softness of a woman, the institution of the family, and
the differentiation of occupations are mere militant necessities of an age of
physical force; where population is balanced and abundant, much childbearing
becomes an evil rather than a blessing to the State; where violence comes but
rarely and off-spring are secure, there is less necessity--indeed there is no
necessity--for an efficient family, and the specialization of the sexes with
reference to their children’s needs disappears. We see some beginnings of this
even in our own time, and in this future age it was complete. This, I must
remind you, was my speculation at the time. Later, I was to appreciate how far it
fell short of the reality.

“While I was musing upon these things, my attention was attracted by a
pretty little structure, like a well under a cupola. Ithought in a transitory way of
the oddness of wells still existing, and then resumed the thread of my
speculations. There were no large buildings towards the top of the hill, and as
my walking powers were evidently miraculous, I was presently left alone for the
first time. With a strange sense of freedom and adventure I pushed on up to the
crest.

“There I found a seat of some yellow metal that I did not recognize, corroded
in places with a kind of pinkish rust and half smothered in soft moss, the arm-
rests cast and filed into the resemblance of griffins” heads. I sat down onit, and I
surveyed the broad view of our old world under the sunset of that long day. It
was as sweet and fair a view as I have ever seen. The sun had already gone
below the horizon and the west was flaming gold, touched with some horizontal
bars of purple and crimson. Below was the valley of the Thames, in which the
river lay like a band of burnished steel. I have already spoken of the great
palaces dotted about among the variegated greenery, some in ruins and some
still occupied. Here and there rose a white or silvery figure in the waste garden
of the earth, here and there came the sharp vertical line of some cupola or
obelisk. There were no hedges, no signs of proprietary rights, no evidences of
agriculture; the whole earth had become a garden.
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*So watching, I began to put my interpretation upon the things I had seen,
and as it shaped itself to me that evening, my interpretation was something in
this way. (Afterwards I found I had got only a half-truth--or only a glimpse of
one facet of the truth.)

“It seemed to me that I had happened upon humanity upon the wane. The
ruddy sunset set me thinking of the sunset of mankind. For the first time I began
to realize an odd consequence of the social effort in which we are at present
engaged. And yet, come to think, it is a logical consequence enough. Strength is
the outcome of need; security sets a premium on feebleness. The work of
ameliorating the conditions of life--the true civilizing process that makes life
more and more secure--had gone steadily on to a climax. One triumph of a
united humanity over Nature had followed another. Things that are now mere
dreams had become projects deliberately put in hand and carried forward. And
the harvest was what I saw!

“After all, the sanitation and the agriculture of to-day are still in the
rudimentary stage. The science of our time has attacked but a little department
of the field of human disease, but even so, it spreads its operations very steadily
and persistently. Our agriculture and horticulture destroy a weed just here and
there and cultivate perhaps a score or so of wholesome plants, leaving the
greater number to fight out a balance as they can. We improve our favourite
plants and animals --and how few they are--gradually by selective breeding; now
a new and better peach, now a seedless grape, now a sweeter and larger flower,
now a more convenient breed of cattle. We improve them gradually, because our
ideals are vague and tentative, and our knowledge is very limited; because
Nature, too, is shy and slow in our clumsy hands. Some day all this will be
better organized, and still better. That is the drift of the current in spite of the
eddies. The whole world will be intelligent, educated, and co-operating; things
will move faster and faster towards the subjugation of Nature. In the end,
wisely and carefully we shall readjust the balance of animal and vegetable me to
suit our human needs.
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“This adjustment, I say, must have been done, and done well; done indeed for
all Time, in the space of Time across which my machine had leaped. The air was
free from gnats, the earth from weeds or fungi; everywhere were fruits and
sweet and delightful flowers; brilliant butterflies flew hither and thither. The
ideal of preventive medicine was attained. Diseases had been stamped out. I
saw no evidence of any contagious diseases during all my stay. And I shall have
to tell you later that even the processes of putrefaction and decay had been
profoundly affected by these changes.

“Social triumphs, too, had been effected. I saw mankind housed in splendid
shelters, gloriously clothed, and as yet I had found them engaged in no toil.
There were no signs of struggle, neither social nor economical struggle. The
shop, the advertisement, traffic, all that commerce which constitutes the body of
our world, was gone. It was natural on that golden evening that I should jump at
the idea of a social paradise. The difficulty of increasing population had been
met, I guessed, and population had ceased to increase.

‘But with this change in condition comes inevitably adaptations to the
change. What, unless biological science is a mass of errors, is the cause of human
intelligence and vigour? Hardship and freedom: conditions under which the
active, strong, and subtle survive and the weaker go to the wall; conditions that
put a premium upon the loyal alliance of capable men, upon self-restraint,
patience, and decision. And the institution of the family, and the emotions that
arise therein, the fierce jealousy, the tenderness for offspring, parental self-
devotion, all found their justification and support in the imminent dangers of the
young. now, where are these imminent dangers? There is a sentiment arising,
and it will grow, against connubial jealousy, against fierce maternity, against
passion of all sorts; unnecessary things now, and things that make us
uncomfortable, savage survivals, discords in a refined and pleasant life.

'I thought of the physical slightness of the people, their lack of intelligence,
and those big abundant ruins, and it strengthened my belief in a perfect conquest
of Nature. For after the battle comes Quiet. Humanity had been strong,
energetic, and intelligent, and had used all its abundant vitality to alter the
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conditions under which it lived. And now came the reaction of the altered
conditions.

“Under the new conditions of perfect comfort and security, that restless
energy, that with us is strength, would become weakness. Even in our own time
certain tendencies and desires, once necessary to survival, are a constant source
of failure. Physical courage and the love of battle, for instance, are no great help--
may even be hindrances--to a civilized man. And in a state of physical balance
and security, power, intellectual as well as physical, would be out of place. For
countless years I judged there had been no danger of war or solitary violence, no
danger from wild beasts, no wasting disease to require strength of constitution,
no need of toil. For such a life, what we should call the weak are as well
equipped as the strong, are indeed no longer weak. Better equipped indeed they
are, for the strong would be fretted by an energy for which there was no outlet.
No doubt the exquisite beauty of the buildings I saw was the outcome of the last
surgings of the now purposeless energy of mankind before it settled down into
perfect harmony with the conditions under which it lived--the flourish of that
triumph which began the last great peace. This has ever been the fate of energy
in security; it takes to art and to eroticism, and then come languor and decay.

“Even this artistic impetus would at last die away--had almost died in the
Time I saw. To adorn themselves with flowers, to dance, to sing in the sunlight:
so much was left of the artistic spirit, and no more. Even that would fade in the
end into a contented inactivity. We are kept keen on the grindstone of pain and
necessity, and, it seemed to me, that here was that hateful grindstone broken at
last!

"As I stood there in the gathering dark I thought that in this simple
explanation I had mastered the problem of the world-- mastered the whole secret
of these delicious people. Possibly the checks they had devised for the increase
of population had succeeded too well, and their numbers had rather diminished
than kept stationary. That would account for the abandoned ruins. Very simple
was my explanation, and plausible enough--as most wrong theories are!
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CHAPTER V

“As I stood there musing over this too perfect triumph of man, the full moon,
yellow and gibbous, came up out of an overflow of silver light in the north-east.
The bright little figures ceased to move about below, a noiseless owl flitted by,
and I shivered with the chill of the night. I determined to descend and find
where I could sleep.

‘I looked for the building I knew. Then my eye travelled along to the figure
of the White Sphinx upon the pedestal of bronze, growing distinct as the light of
the rising moon grew brighter. I could see the silver birch against it. There was
the tangle of rhododendron bushes, black in the pale light, and there was the
little lawn. Ilooked at the lawn again. A queer doubt chilled my complacency.
“No,” said I stoutly to myself, “that was not the lawn.”

“But it was the lawn. For the white leprous face of the sphinx was towards it.
Can you imagine what I felt as this conviction came home to me? But you
cannot. The Time Machine was gone!

“At once, like a lash across the face, came the possibility of losing my own
age, of being left helpless in this strange new world. The bare thought of it was
an actual physical sensation. I could feel it grip me at the throat and stop my
breathing. In another moment I was in a passion of fear and running with great
leaping strides down the slope. Once I fell headlong and cut my face; I lost no
time in stanching the blood, but jumped up and ran on, with a warm trickle
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down my cheek and chin. All the time I ran I was saying to myself: “They have
moved it a little, pushed it under the bushes out of the way.” Nevertheless, I ran
with all my might. All the time, with the certainty that sometimes comes with
excessive dread, I knew that such assurance was folly, knew instinctively that the
machine was removed out of my reach. My breath came with pain. I suppose I
covered the whole distance from the hill crest to the little lawn, two miles
perhaps, in ten minutes. And I am not a young man. I cursed aloud, as I ran, at
my confident folly in leaving the machine, wasting good breath thereby. I cried
aloud, and none answered. Not a creature seemed to be stirring in that moonlit
world.

“When I reached the lawn my worst fears were realized. Not a trace of the
thing was to be seen. I felt faint and cold when I faced the empty space among
the black tangle of bushes. I ran round it furiously, as if the thing might be
hidden in a corner, and then stopped abruptly, with my hands clutching my hair.
Above me towered the sphinx, upon the bronze pedestal, white, shining,
leprous, in the light of the rising moon. It seemed to smile in mockery of my
dismay.

‘I might have consoled myself by imagining the little people had put the
mechanism in some shelter for me, had I not felt assured of their physical and
intellectual inadequacy. That is what dismayed me: the sense of some hitherto
unsuspected power, through whose intervention my invention had vanished.
Yet, for one thing I felt assured: unless some other age had produced its exact
duplicate, the machine could not have moved in time. The attachment of the
levers--1 will show you the method later-- prevented any one from tampering
with it in that way when they were removed. It had moved, and was hid, only in
space. But then, where could it be?

'I think I must have had a kind of frenzy. I remember running violently in
and out among the moonlit bushes all round the sphinx, and startling some
white animal that, in the dim light, I took for a small deer. I remember, too, late
that night, beating the bushes with my clenched fist until my knuckles were
gashed and bleeding from the broken twigs. Then, sobbing and raving in my
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anguish of mind, I went down to the great building of stone. The big hall was
dark, silent, and deserted. I slipped on the uneven floor, and fell over one of the
malachite tables, almost breaking my shin. I lit a match and went on past the
dusty curtains, of which I have told you.

“There I found a second great hall covered with cushions, upon which,
perhaps, a score or so of the little people were sleeping. I have no doubt they
found my second appearance strange enough, coming suddenly out of the quiet
darkness with inarticulate noises and the splutter and flare of a match. For they
had forgotten about matches. “Where is my Time Machine?” I began, bawling
like an angry child, laying hands upon them and shaking them up together. It
must have been very queer to them. Some laughed, most of them looked sorely
frightened. When I saw them standing round me, it came into my head that I
was doing as foolish a thing as it was possible for me to do under the
circumstances, in trying to revive the sensation of fear. For, reasoning from their
daylight behaviour, I thought that fear must be forgotten.

*Abruptly, I dashed down the match, and, knocking one of the people over in
my course, went blundering across the big dining-hall again, out under the
moonlight. I heard cries of terror and their little feet running and stumbling this
way and that. I do not remember all I did as the moon crept up the sky. I
suppose it was the unexpected nature of my loss that maddened me. I felt
hopelessly cut off from my own kind--a strange animal in an unknown world. 1
must have raved to and fro, screaming and crying upon God and Fate. I have a
memory of horrible fatigue, as the long night of despair wore away; of looking in
this impossible place and that; of groping among moon-lit ruins and touching
strange creatures in the black shadows; at last, of lying on the ground near the
sphinx and weeping with absolute wretchedness. I had nothing left but misery.
Then I slept, and when I woke again it was full day, and a couple of sparrows
were hopping round me on the turf within reach of my arm.

*I sat up in the freshness of the morning, trying to remember how I had got
there, and why I had such a profound sense of desertion and despair. Then
things came clear in my mind. With the plain, reasonable daylight, I could look
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my circumstances fairly in the face. Isaw the wild folly of my frenzy overnight,
and I could reason with myself. “Suppose the worst?” I said. “Suppose the
machine altogether lost--perhaps destroyed? It behooves me to be calm and
patient, to learn the way of the people, to get a clear idea of the method of my
loss, and the means of getting materials and tools; so that in the end, perhaps, I
may make another.” That would be my only hope, perhaps, but better than
despair. And, after all, it was a beautiful and curious world.

‘But probably, the machine had only been taken away. Still, I must be calm
and patient, find its hiding-place, and recover it by force or cunning. And with
that I scrambled to my feet and looked about me, wondering where I could
bathe. I felt weary, stiff, and travel-soiled. The freshness of the morning made
me desire an equal freshness. I had exhausted my emotion. Indeed, as I went
about my business, I found myself wondering at my intense excitement
overnight. I made a careful examination of the ground about the little lawn. I
wasted some time in futile questionings, conveyed, as well as I was able, to such
of the little people as came by. They all failed to understand my gestures; some
were simply stolid, some thought it was a jest and laughed at me. I had the
hardest task in the world to keep my hands off their pretty laughing faces. It was
a foolish impulse, but the devil begotten of fear and blind anger was ill curbed
and still eager to take advantage of my perplexity. The turf gave better counsel.
I found a groove ripped in it, about midway between the pedestal of the sphinx
and the marks of my feet where, on arrival, I had struggled with the overturned
machine. There were other signs of removal about, with queer narrow footprints
like those I could imagine made by a sloth. This directed my closer attention to
the pedestal. It was, as I think I have said, of bronze. It was not a mere block,
but highly decorated with deep framed panels on either side. I went and rapped
at these. The pedestal was hollow. Examining the panels with care I found them
discontinuous with the frames. There were no handles or keyholes, but possibly
the panels, if they were doors, as I supposed, opened from within. One thing
was clear enough to my mind. It took no very great mental effort to infer that
my Time Machine was inside that pedestal. But how it got there was a different
problem.
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‘I saw the heads of two orange-clad people coming through the bushes and
under some blossom-covered apple-trees towards me. I turned smiling to them
and beckoned them to me. They came, and then, pointing to the bronze
pedestal, I tried to intimate my wish to open it. But at my first gesture towards
this they behaved very oddly. I don’t know how to convey their expression to
you. Suppose you were to use a grossly improper gesture to a delicate-minded
woman--it is how she would look. They went off as if they had received the last
possible insult. I tried a sweet-looking little chap in white next, with exactly the
same result. Somehow, his manner made me feel ashamed of myself. But, as you
know, I wanted the Time Machine, and I tried him once more. As he turned off,
like the others, my temper got the better of me. In three strides I was after him,
had him by the loose part of his robe round the neck, and began dragging him
towards the sphinx. Then I saw the horror and repugnance of his face, and all of
a sudden I let him go.

‘But I was not beaten yet. I banged with my fist at the bronze panels. I
thought I heard something stir inside--to be explicit, I thought I heard a sound
like a chuckle--but I must have been mistaken. Then I got a big pebble from the
river, and came and hammered till I had flattened a coil in the decorations, and
the verdigris came off in powdery flakes. The delicate little people must have
heard me hammering in gusty outbreaks a mile away on either hand, but
nothing came of it. I saw a crowd of them upon the slopes, looking furtively at
me. At last, hot and tired, I sat down to watch the place. ButI was too restless to
watch long; I am too Occidental for a long vigil. I could work at a problem for
years, but to wait inactive for twenty-four hours--that is another matter.

‘I got up after a time, and began walking aimlessly through the bushes
towards the hill again. “Patience,” said I to myself. “If you want your machine
again you must leave that sphinx alone. If they mean to take your machine
away, it’s little good your wrecking their bronze panels, and if they don’t, you
will get it back as soon as you can ask for it. To sit among all those unknown
things before a puzzle like that is hopeless. That way lies monomania. Face this
world. Learn its ways, watch it, be careful of too hasty guesses at its meaning.
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In the end you will find clues to it all.” Then suddenly the humour of the
situation came into my mind: the thought of the years I had spent in study and
toil to get into the future age, and now my passion of anxiety to get out of it. I
had made myself the most complicated and the most hopeless trap that ever a
man devised. Although it was at my own expense, I could not help myself. 1
laughed aloud.

“Going through the big palace, it seemed to me that the little people avoided
me. It may have been my fancy, or it may have had something to do with my
hammering at the gates of bronze. Yet I felt tolerably sure of the avoidance. I
was careful, however, to show no concern and to abstain from any pursuit of
them, and in the course of a day or two things got back to the old footing. I
made what progress I could in the language, and in addition I pushed my
explorations here and there. Either I missed some subtle point or their language
was excessively simple--almost exclusively composed of concrete substantives
and verbs. There seemed to be few, if any, abstract terms, or little use of
figurative language. Their sentences were usually simple and of two words, and
I failed to convey or understand any but the simplest propositions. I determined
to put the thought of my Time Machine and the mystery of the bronze doors
under the sphinx as much as possible in a corner of memory, until my growing
knowledge would lead me back to them in a natural way. Yet a certain feeling,
you may understand, tethered me in a circle of a few miles round the point of
my arrival.

“So far as I could see, all the world displayed the same exuberant richness as
the Thames valley. From every hill I climbed I saw the same abundance of
splendid buildings, endlessly varied in material and style, the same clustering
thickets of evergreens, the same blossom-laden trees and tree-ferns. Here and
there water shone like silver, and beyond, the land rose into blue undulating
hills, and so faded into the serenity of the sky. A peculiar feature, which
presently attracted my attention, was the presence of certain circular wells,
several, as it seemed to me, of a very great depth. One lay by the path up the hill,
which I had followed during my first walk. Like the others, it was rimmed with
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bronze, curiously wrought, and protected by a little cupola from the rain. Sitting
by the side of these wells, and peering down into the shafted darkness, I could
see no gleam of water, nor could I start any reflection with a lighted match. But
in all of them I heard a certain sound: a thud-thud-thud, like the beating of some
big engine; and I discovered, from the flaring of my matches, that a steady
current of air set down the shafts. Further, I threw a scrap of paper into the
throat of one, and, instead of fluttering slowly down, it was at once sucked
swiftly out of sight.

*After a time, too, I came to connect these wells with tall towers standing here
and there upon the slopes; for above them there was often just such a flicker in
the air as one sees on a hot day above a sun-scorched beach. Putting things
together, I reached a strong suggestion of an extensive system of subterranean
ventilation, whose true import it was difficult to imagine. I was at first inclined
to associate it with the sanitary apparatus of these people. It was an obvious
conclusion, but it was absolutely wrong.

"And here I must admit that I learned very little of drains and bells and
modes of conveyance, and the like conveniences, during my time in this real
future. In some of these visions of Utopias and coming times which I have read,
there is a vast amount of detail about building, and social arrangements, and so
forth. But while such details are easy enough to obtain when the whole world is
contained in one’s imagination, they are altogether inaccessible to a real traveller
amid such realities as I found here. Conceive the tale of London which a negro,
fresh from Central Africa, would take back to his tribe! What would he know of
railway companies, of social movements, of telephone and telegraph wires, of
the Parcels Delivery Company, and postal orders and the like? Yet we, at least,
should be willing enough to explain these things to him! And even of what he
knew, how much could he make his untravelled friend either apprehend or
believe? Then, think how narrow the gap between a negro and a white man of
our own times, and how wide the interval between myself and these of the
Golden Age! I was sensible of much which was unseen, and which contributed
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to my comfort; but save for a general impression of automatic organization, I fear
I can convey very little of the difference to your mind.

“In the matter of sepulchre, for instance, I could see no signs of crematoria
nor anything suggestive of tombs. But it occurred to me that, possibly, there
might be cemeteries (or crematoria) somewhere beyond the range of my
explorings. This, again, was a question 1 deliberately put to myself, and my
curiosity was at first entirely defeated upon the point. The thing puzzled me,
and I was led to make a further remark, which puzzled me still more: that aged
and infirm among this people there were none.

‘I must confess that my satisfaction with my first theories of an automatic
civilization and a decadent humanity did not long endure. Yet I could think of
no other. Let me put my difficulties. The several big palaces I had explored
were mere living places, great dining-halls and sleeping apartments. I could
find no machinery, no appliances of any kind. Yet these people were clothed in
pleasant fabrics that must at times need renewal, and their sandals, though
undecorated, were fairly complex specimens of metalwork. Somehow such
things must be made. And the little people displayed no vestige of a creative
tendency. There were no shops, no workshops, no sign of importations among
them. They spent all their time in playing gently, in bathing in the river, in
making love in a half-playful fashion, in eating fruit and sleeping. I could not see
how things were kept going.

“Then, again, about the Time Machine: something, I knew not what, had
taken it into the hollow pedestal of the White Sphinx. Why? For the life of me I
could not imagine. Those waterless wells, too, those flickering pillars. I felt I
lacked a clue. I felt--how shall I put it? Suppose you found an inscription, with
sentences here and there in excellent plain English, and interpolated therewith,
others made up of words, of letters even, absolutely unknown to you? Well, on
the third day of my visit, that was how the world of Eight Hundred and Two
Thousand Seven Hundred and One presented itself to me!

“That day, too, I made a friend--of a sort. It happened that, as I was watching
some of the little people bathing in a shallow, one of them was seized with cramp
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and began drifting downstream. The main current ran rather swiftly, but not too
strongly for even a moderate swimmer. It will give you an idea, therefore, of the
strange deficiency in these creatures, when I tell you that none made the slightest
attempt to rescue the weakly crying little thing which was drowning before their
eyes. When I realized this, I hurriedly slipped off my clothes, and, wading in at a
point lower down, I caught the poor mite and drew her safe to land. A little
rubbing of the limbs soon brought her round, and I had the satisfaction of seeing
she was all right before I left her. I had got to such a low estimate of her kind
that I did not expect any gratitude from her. In that, however, I was wrong.

“This happened in the morning. In the afternoon I met my little woman, as I
believe it was, as I was returning towards my centre from an exploration, and
she received me with cries of delight and presented me with a big garland of
flowers-- evidently made for me and me alone. The thing took my imagination.
Very possibly I had been feeling desolate. At any rate I did my best to display
my appreciation of the gift. We were soon seated together in a little stone
arbour, engaged in conversation, chiefly of smiles. The creature’s friendliness
affected me exactly as a child’s might have done. We passed each other flowers,
and she kissed my hands. I did the same to hers. Then I tried talk, and found
that her name was Weena, which, though I don’t know what it meant, somehow
seemed appropriate enough. That was the beginning of a queer friendship
which lasted a week, and ended--as I will tell you!

“She was exactly like a child. She wanted to be with me always. She tried to
follow me everywhere, and on my next journey out and about it went to my
heart to tire her down, and leave her at last, exhausted and calling after me
rather plaintively. But the problems of the world had to be mastered. I had not, I
said to myself, come into the future to carry on a miniature flirtation. Yet her
distress when I left her was very great, her expostulations at the parting were
sometimes frantic, and I think, altogether, I had as much trouble as comfort from
her devotion. Nevertheless she was, somehow, a very great comfort. I thought it
was mere childish affection that made her cling to me. Until it was too late, I did
not clearly know what I had inflicted upon her when I left her. Nor until it was
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too late did I clearly understand what she was to me. For, by merely seeming
fond of me, and showing in her weak, futile way that she cared for me, the little
doll of a creature presently gave my return to the neighbourhood of the White
Sphinx almost the feeling of coming home; and I would watch for her tiny figure
of white and gold so soon as I came over the hill.

“It was from her, too, that I learned that fear had not yet left the world. She
was fearless enough in the daylight, and she had the oddest confidence in me;
for once, in a foolish moment, I made threatening grimaces at her, and she
simply laughed at them. But she dreaded the dark, dreaded shadows, dreaded
black things. Darkness to her was the one thing dreadful. It was a singularly
passionate emotion, and it set me thinking and observing. 1 discovered then,
among other things, that these little people gathered into the great houses after
dark, and slept in droves. To enter upon them without a light was to put them
into a tumult of apprehension. I never found one out of doors, or one sleeping
alone within doors, after dark. Yet I was still such a blockhead that I missed the
lesson of that fear, and in spite of Weena's distress I insisted upon sleeping away
from these slumbering multitudes.

‘It troubled her greatly, but in the end her odd affection for me triumphed,
and for five of the nights of our acquaintance, including the last night of all, she
slept with her head pillowed on my arm. But my story slips away from me as I
speak of her. It must have been the night before her rescue that I was awakened
about dawn. I had been restless, dreaming most disagreeably that I was
drowned, and that sea anemones were feeling over my face with their soft palps.
I woke with a start, and with an odd fancy that some greyish animal had just
rushed out of the chamber. I tried to get to sleep again, but I felt restless and
uncomfortable. It was that dim grey hour when things are just creeping out of
darkness, when everything is colourless and clear cut, and yet unreal. I got up,
and went down into the great hall, and so out upon the flagstones in front of the
palace. IthoughtI would make a virtue of necessity, and see the sunrise.

“The moon was setting, and the dying moonlight and the first pallor of dawn
were mingled in a ghastly half-light. The bushes were inky black, the ground a
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sombre grey, the sky colourless and cheerless. And up the hill I thought I could
see ghosts. There several times, as I scanned the slope, I saw white figures.
Twice I fancied I saw a solitary white, ape-like creature running rather quickly
up the hill, and once near the ruins I saw a leash of them carrying some dark
body. They moved hastily. I did not see what became of them. It seemed that
they vanished among the bushes. The dawn was still indistinct, you must
understand. I was feeling that chill, uncertain, early-morning feeling you may
have known. I doubted my eyes.

“As the eastern sky grew brighter, and the light of the day came on and its
vivid colouring returned upon the world once more, I scanned the view keenly.
But I saw no vestige of my white figures. They were mere creatures of the half
light. “They must have been ghosts,” I said; “I wonder whence they dated.” For
a queer notion of Grant Allen’s came into my head, and amused me. If each
generation die and leave ghosts, he argued, the world at last will get
overcrowded with them. On that theory they would have grown innumerable
some Eight Hundred Thousand Years hence, and it was no great wonder to see
four at once. But the jest was unsatisfying, and I was thinking of these figures
all the morning, until Weena's rescue drove them out of my head. I associated
them in some indefinite way with the white animal I had startled in my first
passionate search for the Time Machine. But Weena was a pleasant substitute.
Yet all the same, they were soon destined to take far deadlier possession of my
mind.

'I think I have said how much hotter than our own was the weather of this
Golden Age. I cannot account for it. It may be that the sun was hotter, or the
earth nearer the sun. It is usual to assume that the sun will go on cooling
steadily in the future. But people, unfamiliar with such speculations as those of
the younger Darwin, forget that the planets must ultimately fall back one by one
into the parent body. As these catastrophes occur, the sun will blaze with
renewed energy; and it may be that some inner planet had suffered this fate.
Whatever the reason, the fact remains that the sun was very much hotter than we
know it.
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“Well, one very hot morning--my fourth, I think--as I was seeking shelter
from the heat and glare in a colossal ruin near the great house where I slept and
fed, there happened this strange thing: Clambering among these heaps of
masonry, | found a narrow gallery, whose end and side windows were blocked
by fallen masses of stone. By contrast with the brilliancy outside, it seemed at
first impenetrably dark to me. I entered it groping, for the change from light to
blackness made spots of colour swim before me. Suddenly I halted spellbound.
A pair of eyes, luminous by reflection against the daylight without, was
watching me out of the darkness.

“The old instinctive dread of wild beasts came upon me. I clenched my
hands and steadfastly looked into the glaring eyeballs. I was afraid to turn.
Then the thought of the absolute security in which humanity appeared to be
living came to my mind. And then I remembered that strange terror of the dark.
Overcoming my fear to some extent, I advanced a step and spoke. I will admit
that my voice was harsh and ill-controlled. I put out my hand and touched
something soft. At once the eyes darted sideways, and something white ran past
me. I turned with my heart in my mouth, and saw a queer little ape-like figure,
its head held down in a peculiar manner, running across the sunlit space behind
me. It blundered against a block of granite, staggered aside, and in a moment
was hidden in a black shadow beneath another pile of ruined masonry.

“My impression of it is, of course, imperfect; but I know it was a dull white,
and had strange large greyish-red eyes; also that there was flaxen hair on its
head and down its back. But, as I say, it went too fast for me to see distinctly. I
cannot even say whether it ran on all-fours, or only with its forearms held very
low. After an instant’s pause I followed it into the second heap of ruins. I could
not find it at first; but, after a time in the profound obscurity, I came upon one of
those round well-like openings of which I have told you, half closed by a fallen
pillar. A sudden thought came to me. Could this Thing have vanished down
the shaft? I lit a match, and, looking down, I saw a small, white, moving
creature, with large bright eyes which regarded me steadfastly as it retreated. It
made me shudder. It was so like a human spider! It was clambering down the
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wall, and now I saw for the first time a number of metal foot and hand rests
forming a kind of ladder down the shaft. Then the light burned my fingers and
fell out of my hand, going out as it dropped, and when I had lit another the little
monster had disappeared.

*I do not know how long I sat peering down that well. It was not for some
time that I could succeed in persuading myself that the thing I had seen was
human. But, gradually, the truth dawned on me: that Man had not remained
one species, but had differentiated into two distinct animals: that my graceful
children of the Upper-world were not the sole descendants of our generation,
but that this bleached, obscene, nocturnal Thing, which had flashed before me,
was also heir to all the ages.

' thought of the flickering pillars and of my theory of an underground
ventilation. I began to suspect their true import. And what, I wondered, was this
Lemur doing in my scheme of a perfectly balanced organization? How was it
related to the indolent serenity of the beautiful Upper-worlders? And what was
hidden down there, at the foot of that shaft? I sat upon the edge of the well
telling myself that, at any rate, there was nothing to fear, and that there I must
descend for the solution of my difficulties. And withal I was absolutely afraid to
go! As I hesitated, two of the beautiful Upper-world people came running in
their amorous sport across the daylight in the shadow. The male pursued the
female, flinging flowers at her as he ran.

“They seemed distressed to find me, my arm against the overturned pillar,
peering down the well. Apparently it was considered bad form to remark these
apertures; for when I pointed to this one, and tried to frame a question about it in
their tongue, they were still more visibly distressed and turned away. But they
were interested by my matches, and I struck some to amuse them. I tried them
again about the well, and again I failed. So presently I left them, meaning to go
back to Weena, and see what I could get from her. But my mind was already in
revolution; my guesses and impressions were slipping and sliding to a new
adjustment. I had now a clue to the import of these wells, to the ventilating
towers, to the mystery of the ghosts; to say nothing of a hint at the meaning of
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the bronze gates and the fate of the Time Machine! And very vaguely there came
a suggestion towards the solution of the economic problem that had puzzled me.

‘Here was the new view. Plainly, this second species of Man was
subterranean. There were three circumstances in particular which made me
think that its rare emergence above ground was the outcome of a long-continued
underground habit. In the first place, there was the bleached look common in
most animals that live largely in the dark--the white fish of the Kentucky caves,
for instance. Then, those large eyes, with that capacity for reflecting light, are
common features of nocturnal things-- witness the owl and the cat. And last of
all, that evident confusion in the sunshine, that hasty yet fumbling awkward
flight towards dark shadow, and that peculiar carriage of the head while in the
light--all reinforced the theory of an extreme sensitiveness of the retina.

‘Beneath my feet, then, the earth must be tunnelled enormously, and these
tunnellings were the habitat of the new race. The presence of ventilating shafts
and wells along the hill slopes--everywhere, in fact except along the river valley -
-showed how universal were its ramifications. What so natural, then, as to
assume that it was in this artificial Underworld that such work as was necessary
to the comfort of the daylight race was done? The notion was so plausible that I
at once accepted it, and went on to assume the how of this splitting of the
human species. I dare say you will anticipate the shape of my theory; though, for
myself, I very soon felt that it fell far short of the truth.

“At first, proceeding from the problems of our own age, it seemed clear as
daylight to me that the gradual widening of the present merely temporary and
social difference between the Capitalist and the Labourer, was the key to the
whole position. No doubt it will seem grotesque enough to you--and wildly
incredible!--and yet even now there are existing circumstances to point that way.
There is a tendency to utilize underground space for the less ornamental
purposes of civilization; there is the Metropolitan Railway in London, for
instance, there are new electric railways, there are subways, there are
underground workrooms and restaurants, and they increase and multiply.
Evidently, I thought, this tendency had increased till Industry had gradually lost
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its birthright in the sky. I mean that it had gone deeper and deeper into larger
and ever larger underground factories, spending a still-increasing amount of its
time therein, till, in the end--! Even now, does not an East-end worker live in
such artificial conditions as practically to be cut off from the natural surface of
the earth?

“Again, the exclusive tendency of richer people--due, no doubt, to the
increasing refinement of their education, and the widening gulf between them
and the rude violence of the poor-- is already leading to the closing, in their
interest, of considerable portions of the surface of the land. About London, for
instance, perhaps half the prettier country is shut in against intrusion. And this
same widening gulf--which is due to the length and expense of the higher
educational process and the increased facilities for and temptations towards
refined habits on the part of the rich--will make that exchange between class and
class, that promotion by intermarriage which at present retards the splitting of
our species along lines of social stratification, less and less frequent. So, in the
end, above ground you must have the Haves, pursuing pleasure and comfort
and beauty, and below ground the Have-nots, the Workers getting continually
adapted to the conditions of their labour. Once they were there, they would no
doubt have to pay rent, and not a little of it, for the ventilation of their caverns;
and if they refused, they would starve or be suffocated for arrears. Such of them
as were so constituted as to be miserable and rebellious would die; and, in the
end, the balance being permanent, the survivors would become as well adapted
to the conditions of underground life, and as happy in their way, as the Upper-
world people were to theirs. As it seemed to me, the refined beauty and the
etiolated pallor followed naturally enough.

“The great triumph of Humanity I had dreamed of took a different shape in
my mind. It had been no such triumph of moral education and general co-
operation as I had imagined. Instead, I saw a real aristocracy, armed with a
perfected science and working to a logical conclusion the industrial system of to-
day. Its triumph had not been simply a triumph over Nature, but a triumph over
Nature and the fellow-man. This, I must warn you, was my theory at the time. I
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had no convenient cicerone in the pattern of the Utopian books. My explanation
may be absolutely wrong. I still think it is the most plausible one. But even on
this supposition the balanced civilization that was at last attained must have
long since passed its zenith, and was now far fallen into decay. The too-perfect
security of the Upper-worlders had led them to a slow movement of
degeneration, to a general dwindling in size, strength, and intelligence. That I
could see clearly enough already. What had happened to the Under-grounders I
did not yet suspect; but from what I had seen of the Morlocks--that, by the by,
was the name by which these creatures were called--I could imagine that the
modification of the human type was even far more profound than among the
“Eloi,” the beautiful race that I already knew.

“Then came troublesome doubts. Why had the Morlocks taken my Time
Machine? For I felt sure it was they who had taken it. Why, too, if the Eloi were
masters, could they not restore the machine to me? And why were they so
terribly afraid of the dark? I proceeded, as I have said, to question Weena about
this Under-world, but here again I was disappointed. At first she would not
understand my questions, and presently she refused to answer them. She
shivered as though the topic was unendurable. And when I pressed her, perhaps
a little harshly, she burst into tears. They were the only tears, except my own, I
ever saw in that Golden Age. When I saw them I ceased abruptly to trouble
about the Morlocks, and was only concerned in banishing these signs of the
human inheritance from Weena’s eyes. And very soon she was smiling and
clapping her hands, while I solemnly burned a match.
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CHAPTER VI

"It may seem odd to you, but it was two days before I could follow up the
new-found clue in what was manifestly the proper way. I felt a peculiar
shrinking from those pallid bodies. They were just the half-bleached colour of
the worms and things one sees preserved in spirit in a zoological museum. And
they were filthily cold to the touch. Probably my shrinking was largely due to
the sympathetic influence of the Eloi, whose disgust of the Morlocks I now began
to appreciate.

“The next night I did not sleep well. Probably my health was a little
disordered. I was oppressed with perplexity and doubt. Once or twice I had a
feeling of intense fear for which I could perceive no definite reason. Iremember
creeping noiselessly into the great hall where the little people were sleeping in
the moonlight--that night Weena was among them--and feeling reassured by
their presence. It occurred to me even then, that in the course of a few days the
moon must pass through its last quarter, and the nights grow dark, when the
appearances of these unpleasant creatures from below, these whitened Lemurs,
this new vermin that had replaced the old, might be more abundant. And on
both these days I had the restless feeling of one who shirks an inevitable duty. I
felt assured that the Time Machine was only to be recovered by boldly
penetrating these underground mysteries. Yet I could not face the mystery. If
only I had had a companion it would have been different. But I was so horribly
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alone, and even to clamber down into the darkness of the well appalled me. I
don’t know if you will understand my feeling, but I never felt quite safe at my
back.

“It was this restlessness, this insecurity, perhaps, that drove me further and
further afield in my exploring expeditions. Going to the south-westward
towards the rising country that is now called Combe Wood, I observed far off, in
the direction of nineteenth-century Banstead, a vast green structure, different in
character from any I had hitherto seen. It was larger than the largest of the
palaces or ruins I knew, and the facade had an Oriental look: the face of it having
the lustre, as well as the pale-green tint, a kind of bluish-green, of a certain type
of Chinese porcelain. This difference in aspect suggested a difference in use, and
I was minded to push on and explore. But the day was growing late, and I had
come upon the sight of the place after a long and tiring circuit; so I resolved to
hold over the adventure for the following day, and I returned to the welcome
and the caresses of little Weena. But next morning I perceived clearly enough
that my curiosity regarding the Palace of Green Porcelain was a piece of self-
deception, to enable me to shirk, by another day, an experience I dreaded. I
resolved I would make the descent without further waste of time, and started out
in the early morning towards a well near the ruins of granite and aluminium.

‘Little Weena ran with me. She danced beside me to the well, but when she
saw me lean over the mouth and look downward, she seemed strangely
disconcerted. “Good-bye, Little Weena,” I said, kissing her; and then putting her
down, I began to feel over the parapet for the climbing hooks. Rather hastily, I
may as well confess, for I feared my courage might leak away! At first she
watched me in amazement. Then she gave a most piteous cry, and running to
me, she began to pull at me with her little hands. I think her opposition nerved
me rather to proceed. I shook her off, perhaps a little roughly, and in another
moment I was in the throat of the well. I saw her agonized face over the parapet,
and smiled to reassure her. Then I had to look down at the unstable hooks to
which I clung.
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‘I had to clamber down a shaft of perhaps two hundred yards. The descent
was effected by means of metallic bars projecting from the sides of the well, and
these being adapted to the needs of a creature much smaller and lighter than
myself, I was speedily cramped and fatigued by the descent. And not simply
fatigued! One of the bars bent suddenly under my weight, and almost swung
me off into the blackness beneath. For a moment I hung by one hand, and after
that experience I did not dare to rest again. Though my arms and back were
presently acutely painful, I went on clambering down the sheer descent with as
quick a motion as possible. Glancing upward, I saw the aperture, a small blue
disk, in which a star was visible, while little Weena’s head showed as a round
black projection. The thudding sound of a machine below grew louder and
more oppressive. Everything save that little disk above was profoundly dark,
and when I looked up again Weena had disappeared.

*I was in an agony of discomfort. I had some thought of trying to go up the
shaft again, and leave the Under-world alone. But even while I turned this over
in my mind I continued to descend. At last, with intense relief, I saw dimly
coming up, a foot to the right of me, a slender loophole in the wall. Swinging
myself in, I found it was the aperture of a narrow horizontal tunnel in which I
could lie down and rest. It was not too soon. My arms ached, my back was
cramped, and I was trembling with the prolonged terror of a fall. Besides this,
the unbroken darkness had had a distressing effect upon my eyes. The air was
full of the throb and hum of machinery pumping air down the shaft.

‘I do not know how long I lay. I was roused by a soft hand touching my face.
Starting up in the darkness I snatched at my matches and, hastily striking one, I
saw three stooping white creatures similar to the one I had seen above ground in
the ruin, hastily retreating before the light. Living, as they did, in what appeared
to me impenetrable darkness, their eyes were abnormally large and sensitive,
just as are the pupils of the abysmal fishes, and they reflected the light in the
same way. | have no doubt they could see me in that rayless obscurity, and they
did not seem to have any fear of me apart from the light. But, so soon as I struck
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a match in order to see them, they fled incontinently, vanishing into dark gutters
and tunnels, from which their eyes glared at me in the strangest fashion.

'I tried to call to them, but the language they had was apparently different
from that of the Over-world people; so that I was needs left to my own unaided
efforts, and the thought of flight before exploration was even then in my mind.
But I said to myself, “You are in for it now,” and, feeling my way along the
tunnel, I found the noise of machinery grow louder. Presently the walls fell
away from me, and I came to a large open space, and striking another match,
saw that I had entered a vast arched cavern, which stretched into utter darkness
beyond the range of my light. The view I had of it was as much as one could see
in the burning of a match.

“Necessarily my memory is vague. Great shapes like big machines rose out
of the dimness, and cast grotesque black shadows, in which dim spectral
Morlocks sheltered from the glare. The place, by the by, was very stuffy and
oppressive, and the faint halitus of freshly shed blood was in the air. Some way
down the central vista was a little table of white metal, laid with what seemed a
meal. The Morlocks at any rate were carnivorous! Even at the time, I remember
wondering what large animal could have survived to furnish the red joint I saw.
It was all very indistinct: the heavy smell, the big unmeaning shapes, the
obscene figures lurking in the shadows, and only waiting for the darkness to
come at me again! Then the match burned down, and stung my fingers, and fell,
a wriggling red spot in the blackness.

‘I have thought since how particularly ill-equipped 1 was for such an
experience. When I had started with the Time Machine, I had started with the
absurd assumption that the men of the Future would certainly be infinitely
ahead of ourselves in all their appliances. I had come without arms, without
medicine, without anything to smoke--at times I missed tobacco frightfully--even
without enough matches. If only I had thought of a Kodak! I could have flashed
that glimpse of the Underworld in a second, and examined it at leisure. But, as it
was, I stood there with only the weapons and the powers that Nature had
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carnivorous: fleischfressend, glared: glinzte, angeblitzt. stung: gestochen.

fleischessend. glimpse: Blick, fliichtiger Eindruck.  tunnels: Tunnel.
cavern: Hohle, Grube, Spelunke, gutters: Gossen. unaided: ohne Hilfe, ununterstiitzt.

Kaverne. infinitely: unendlich. unmeaning; nichts sagend,
dimness: Diisterkeit. louder: Lauter. nichtssagend.
freshly: frisch. lurking: lauernd. utter: dufSerst, &ufSern, ausschlieflen,
furnish: moblieren, mobliere, sheltered: geschiitzt. leibhaftig, aussondern.

moblierst, mobliert, ausstatten, spectral: spektral, gespenstisch, vanishing: verschwindend,

statten aus, stattest aus, stattet aus, geisterhaft. entschwindend.

statte aus, liefern, einrichten. strangest: absonderlichste. vista: Durchblick, Blick.

glare: Blendung, Glanz, anblitzen, stuffy: stickig, dumpf, beklemmt, wriggling: schldngelnd, windend.
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endowed me with--hands, feet, and teeth; these, and four safety-matches that
still remained to me.

‘I was afraid to push my way in among all this machinery in the dark, and it
was only with my last glimpse of light I discovered that my store of matches had
run low. It had never occurred to me until that moment that there was any need
to economize them, and I had wasted almost half the box in astonishing the
Upper-worlders, to whom fire was a novelty. Now, as I say, I had four left, and
while I stood in the dark, a hand touched mine, lank fingers came feeling over
my face, and I was sensible of a peculiar unpleasant odour. I fancied I heard the
breathing of a crowd of those dreadful little beings about me. I felt the box of
matches in my hand being gently disengaged, and other hands behind me
plucking at my clothing. The sense of these unseen creatures examining me was
indescribably unpleasant. The sudden realization of my ignorance of their ways
of thinking and doing came home to me very vividly in the darkness. I shouted
at them as loudly as I could. They started away, and then I could feel them
approaching me again. They clutched at me more boldly, whispering odd
sounds to each other. I shivered violently, and shouted again rather
discordantly. This time they were not so seriously alarmed, and they made a
queer laughing noise as they came back at me. I will confess I was horribly
frightened. I determined to strike another match and escape under the
protection of its glare. I did so, and eking out the flicker with a scrap of paper
from my pocket, I made good my retreat to the narrow tunnel. But I had scarce
entered this when my light was blown out and in the blackness I could hear the
Morlocks rustling like wind among leaves, and pattering like the rain, as they
hurried after me.

‘In a moment I was clutched by several hands, and there was no mistaking
that they were trying to haul me back. I struck another light, and waved it in
their dazzled faces. You can scarce imagine how nauseatingly inhuman they
looked--those pale, chinless faces and great, lidless, pinkish-grey eyes!--as they
stared in their blindness and bewilderment. But I did not stay to look, I promise
you: I retreated again, and when my second match had ended, I struck my third.

German

alarmed: alarmiert, éngstlich, sich einschrianken, kiirzertreten, diinn, schlicht, schméchtig.
furchtsam. einschrénken, die Ausgaben mistaking: Verwechselnd, Irrend.

bewilderment: Verwirrung, einschrinken, reduzieren. nauseatingly: ekelhaft, ekelnd,
Schiichternheit, Verdutztheit. eking: erginzend. ekelerregend, graflich.

blindness: Blindheit, Verblendung. endowed: ausgestattet, dotiertest, novelty: Neuheit, Novitit, Neuigkeit,

clutched: packte. dotiert, dotiertet, dotierte, stattetest Neues.

discordantly: uneins, uneinig. aus, statteten aus, dotierten, stattete  pattering: schwatzend.

disengaged: geldst, riicktest aus, aus, stattetet aus. plucking: pfliickend, zerren, zupfend.
riickten aus, riickte aus, ausgertickt, haul: ziehen, schleppen, herausziehen, rustling: Raschelnd, Sausen, Gesause,
riicktet aus. zu Vorschein holen, verziehen. Gerdusch, Rauschen.

economize: sparen, spart, spare, horribly: entsetzlich. whispering: Gefliister, fliisternd,

sparst, sicheinschranken, mindern, lank: stridhnig, glatthaarig, gerade, Fliistern, leise, geddmpft, raunend.
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It had almost burned through when I reached the opening into the shaft. I lay
down on the edge, for the throb of the great pump below made me giddy. Then
I felt sideways for the projecting hooks, and, as I did so, my feet were grasped
from behind, and I was violently tugged backward. I lit my last match . . . and it
incontinently went out. But I had my hand on the climbing bars now, and,
kicking violently, I disengaged myself from the clutches of the Morlocks and
was speedily clambering up the shaft, while they stayed peering and blinking
up at me: all but one little wretch who followed me for some way, and wellnigh
secured my boot as a trophy.

“That climb seemed interminable to me. With the last twenty or thirty feet of
it a deadly nausea came upon me. I had the greatest difficulty in keeping my
hold. The last few yards was a frightful struggle against this faintness. Several
times my head swam, and I felt all the sensations of falling. At last, however, I
got over the well-mouth somehow, and staggered out of the ruin into the
blinding sunlight. I fell upon my face. Even the soil smelt sweet and clean.
Then I remember Weena kissing my hands and ears, and the voices of others
among the Eloi. Then, for a time, I was insensible.

German
blinding: blendend, herrlich, panzer, grasped: packte, packte zu. sensations: Sensationen,
panzerung, verblendend, grolartig, insensible: unempfindlich, bewufitlos, Empfindungen.
glanzend, entziickend, hervorragend. gefiihllos, unempfénglich. shaft: Welle, Schacht, Schaft, Stiel,
blinking: blinkend, Blinken. kicking: Tretend, Stoflend, Getrete, Deichsel, Achse.
clutches: Kupplungen. Gestosse. sideways: seitwirts, seitlich.
deadly: todlich. kissing: Kiissend. smelt: Stint, gerochen, schmelzen.
faintness: Mattigkeit. nausea: Ubelkeit, Ekel, Brechreiz, sunlight: Sonnenlicht.
frightful: schrecklich, entsetzlich, Nausea. swam: geschwommen, Schwamm.
furchtbar, fiirchterlich, ruin: Ruine, verderben, Ruin, tugged: gezerrt.
grauenerregend, grausig, scheufllich, Triimmer, ruinieren, umbringen, violently: heftig.
schlimm, unerhort. Triitmmerhaufen, vergiften, wretch: Schmierfink, Ferkel,

giddy: schwindlig, schwindelnd. verheeren, verleiden, vergéllen. Schmutzfink.
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CHAPTER VII

‘Now, indeed, I seemed in a worse case than before. Hitherto, except during
my night’s anguish at the loss of the Time Machine, I had felt a sustaining hope
of ultimate escape, but that hope was staggered by these new discoveries.
Hitherto I had merely thought myself impeded by the childish simplicity of the
little people, and by some unknown forces which I had only to understand to
overcome; but there was an altogether new element in the sickening quality of
the Morlocks--a something inhuman and malign. Instinctively I loathed them.
Before, I had felt as a man might feel who had fallen into a pit: my concern was
with the pit and how to get out of it. Now I felt like a beast in a trap, whose
enemy would come upon him soon.

“The enemy I dreaded may surprise you. It was the darkness of the new
moon. Weena had put this into my head by some at first incomprehensible
remarks about the Dark Nights. It was not now such a very difficult problem to
guess what the coming Dark Nights might mean. The moon was on the wane:
each night there was a longer interval of darkness. And I now understood to
some slight degree at least the reason of the fear of the little Upper-world people
for the dark. I wondered vaguely what foul villainy it might be that the
Morlocks did under the new moon. 1 felt pretty sure now that my second
hypothesis was all wrong. The Upper-world people might once have been the
favoured aristocracy, and the Morlocks their mechanical servants: but that had

German

unergriindlich.
loathed: verabscheut, verabscheute,
verabscheuten, verabscheutest,

beast: Tier, Biest, Bestie, Vieh, Getier.
discoveries: Entdeckungen.
enemy: Feind, Feindlich.

remarks: Bemerkungen, markiert.
sickening: erkrankend, widerlich.
simplicity: Einfachheit,

foul: schmutzig, Faul, regelwidrig,
widerlich, falsch spielen.

impeded: hinderten, gehindert,
hinderte, hindertet, hindertest,
verhindert.

incomprehensible: unverstindlich,
unbegreiflich, unfafibar,
undurchschaubar, schleierhaft,
undurchdringlich, unerforschlich,

verabscheutet.

longer: Langer.

malign: verleumden, unheilvoll,
verleumdet, ldstern, verleumdest,
verleumde.

mechanical: mechanisch, maschinell,
technisch, werkzeuglich.

mere: Blo, Nur, Rein.

pretty: hiibsch, ziemlich, nett, schon.

Bescheidenheit, Gentigsambkeit.
sustaining: aushaltend, unterhaltend,
stiitzend, unterstiitzend.
trap: Falle, Haftstelle, fangen.
unknown: Unbekannt, fremd.
vaguely: unbestimmt, vage.
villainy: Bose, die Schurkerei,
Schurkerei.
wondered: gewundert.
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long since passed away. The two species that had resulted from the evolution of
man were sliding down towards, or had already arrived at, an altogether new
relationship. The Eloi, like the Carolingian kings, had decayed to a mere
beautiful futility. They still possessed the earth on sufferance: since the
Morlocks, subterranean for innumerable generations, had come at last to find the
daylit surface intolerable. And the Morlocks made their garments, I inferred,
and maintained them in their habitual needs, perhaps through the survival of an
old habit of service. They did it as a standing horse paws with his foot, or as a
man enjoys killing animals in sport: because ancient and departed necessities
had impressed it on the organism. But, clearly, the old order was already in part
reversed. The Nemesis of the delicate ones was creeping on apace. Ages ago,
thousands of generations ago, man had thrust his brother man out of the ease
and the sunshine. And now that brother was coming back changed! Already the
Eloi had begun to learn one old lesson anew. They were becoming reacquainted
with Fear. And suddenly there came into my head the memory of the meat I had
seen in the Under-world. It seemed odd how it floated into my mind: not stirred
up as it were by the current of my meditations, but coming in almost like a
question from outside. I tried to recall the form of it. I had a vague sense of
something familiar, but I could not tell what it was at the time.

“Still, however helpless the little people in the presence of their mysterious
Fear, I was differently constituted. I came out of this age of ours, this ripe prime
of the human race, when Fear does not paralyse and mystery has lost its terrors.
I at least would defend myself. Without further delay I determined to make
myself arms and a fastness where I might sleep. With that refuge as a base, I
could face this strange world with some of that confidence I had lost in realizing
to what creatures night by night I lay exposed. 1 felt I could never sleep again
until my bed was secure from them. I shuddered with horror to think how they
must already have examined me.

‘I wandered during the afternoon along the valley of the Thames, but found
nothing that commended itself to my mind as inaccessible. All the buildings and
trees seemed easily practicable to such dexterous climbers as the Morlocks, to

German
anew: von neuem, erneut, aufs Neue,  fuhren ab, ging fort. intolerable: unertréglich, intolerabel,
wieder, abermalig, abermals. dexterous: gewandt, geschickt, geiibt,  untragbar.
apace: schnell. tauglich, behende, schlau, meditations: Betrachtungen.
climbers: Schlingpflanzen. spitzfindig, raffiniert, treffend, paralyse: lihmen, lihme, 1dhmst,
commended: gelobt, lobten, lobtest, tiichtig, pfiffig. lahmt, lahmlegen, paralysieren, lahm
lobtet, lobte, empfohlen, rithmtet, fastness: Festigkeit, Echtheit. legen, entkriften.
priesen, pries, rithmtest, gepriesen.  floated: geschwebt, schwebte. paws: Pfoten, Klauen, Tatzen.
decayed: hinfillig, verfiel, verfallen,  futility: Vergeblichkeit. realizing: begreifend, verwirklichend,
gebrechlich, abgelebt, baufillig. habitual: gewohnheitsméfig, realisierend.
departed: abgereist, reiste ab, reistet gewohnt, habituell, gewohnte. shuddered: geschaudert.
ab, reistest ab, reisten ab, fuhr ab, inferred: folgerten, gefolgert, sufferance: Duldung.

abgefahren, fuhrst ab, fuhrt ab, folgertest, folgerte, folgertet. terrors: Schrecken, Freveltaten.
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judge by their wells, must be. Then the tall pinnacles of the Palace of Green
Porcelain and the polished gleam of its walls came back to my memory; and in
the evening, taking Weena like a child upon my shoulder, I went up the hills
towards the south-west. The distance, I had reckoned, was seven or eight miles,
but it must have been nearer eighteen. I had first seen the place on a moist
afternoon when distances are deceptively diminished. In addition, the heel of
one of my shoes was loose, and a nail was working through the sole--they were
comfortable old shoes I wore about indoors--so that I was lame. And it was
already long past sunset when I came in sight of the palace, silhouetted black
against the pale yellow of the sky.

“Weena had been hugely delighted when I began to carry her, but after a
while she desired me to let her down, and ran along by the side of me,
occasionally darting off on either hand to pick flowers to stick in my pockets.
My pockets had always puzzled Weena, but at the last she had concluded that
they were an eccentric kind of vase for floral decoration. At least she utilized
them for that purpose. And that reminds me! In changing my jacket I found ...’

The Time Traveller paused, put his hand into his pocket, and silently placed
two withered flowers, not unlike very large white mallows, upon the little table.
Then he resumed his narrative.

*As the hush of evening crept over the world and we proceeded over the hill
crest towards Wimbledon, Weena grew tired and wanted to return to the house
of grey stone. But I pointed out the distant pinnacles of the Palace of Green
Porcelain to her, and contrived to make her understand that we were seeking a
refuge there from her Fear. You know that great pause that comes upon things
before the dusk? Even the breeze stops in the trees. To me there is always an air
of expectation about that evening stillness. The sky was clear, remote, and
empty save for a few horizontal bars far down in the sunset. Well, that night the
expectation took the colour of my fears. In that darkling calm my senses seemed
preternaturally sharpened. I fancied I could even feel the hollowness of the
ground beneath my feet: could, indeed, almost see through it the Morlocks on
their ant-hill going hither and thither and waiting for the dark. In my excitement

German
contrived: erfand. hugely: ungeheuer, riesig. geschirft, schirftet, gewetzt.
crest: Kamm, Gipfel, Gipfelpunkt, hush: still. stillness: Stille.

Haube. lame: Lahm, hinkend, trage, utilized: nutzten aus, wandtet an,
darting: schleudernd. verkriippelt, verstiimmelt, lihmen. wandtest an, wandten an, wandte an,
deceptively: irrefiihrend, tduschend, moist: feucht, beschlagen, feuchtkalt, verwandtet, verwandtest,

tduschende. klamm, nag. verwandten, verwandte, verwandt,
eccentric: exzentrisch, Exzenter, pinnacles: Spitzen. nutztet aus.

ungewdhnlich, Exzentriker, fremd,  preternaturally: iibernatiirliche